Alpha Pauline Hesemann
November 7, 1915 - January 22, 2019

Alpha Pauline Hesemann, 103, of Columbia, Missouri, formerly of Decatur Illinois, passed
away in her home on January 22, 2019. She was born on November 7, 1915, out in the
country near Elmira, Missouri. She was the daughter of Aaron H. and Iva (Graham)
Chamblin. She attended high school in Liberty, Missouri, and Dickinson Secretarial School
in Kansas City, Missouri. She and Gilbert Hesemann were married October 15, 1949.
While living in Decatur, Pauline was a member of First Presbyterian Church and served as
president and treasurer of the Women's Presbyterian Association, receiving a life
membership. She was instrumental in organizing the Kemmerer Village Auxiliary and
served as a treasurer for 20 years. She was also a member of the Illinois Professional
Engineers Wives and Beaumonry Commanders Wives. She was an active member of
Eastern Star since 1950, a Past Matron and a Grand Representative of South Dakota.
She and Gil delivered Meals on Wheels weekly for seven years while in Decatur after his
retirement from Illinois Power Company. For the past fifteen years, Pauline lived in
Columbia where she was a faithful member of Trinity Presbyterian Church.
Pauline was known for her impeccable memory. She could easily recall the smallest
details of her long life: holding her little brother’s hand while they waited alone at the train
station to catch a ride to their one-room school house, in the next town over, in second
grade; working as an inspector at Remington Arms during WWII (and she could recall all
the names of the other girls working the ammunition machines and laugh at the memory of
their little mishaps), and after the war, working as a bookkeeper at a Kansas City jewelry
store. When she later married, she and her husband Gil chose to share their love with two
adopted babies, Cindy and David. Motherhood came to define her. She was forever
involved: helping with homework; providing music and dance lessons; attending plays and
imparting valuable life lessons. Pauline loved playing Bunco with her Eastern Star friends,
and in retirement, traveling with her husband to many foreign lands.
Pauline saw many changes during her century. She grew up without indoor plumbing or
electricity and the family’s first car was a Model A. While she did not have a lengthy formal

education, she had a great curiosity and a courageous spirit. She was unafraid to learn
new ways. She taught herself how to use an IPAD to send emails and FaceTime at the
age of ninety-eight, and she only stopped driving after a fall resulted in a broken hip when
she was ninety-nine. In recent years. Pauline could be found in her favorite chair with her
beloved rescue dog, Mamie, by her side as she watched her favorite shows on TV.
Pauline is survived by her daughter Cindy and Cindy’s husband Pete O’Day of Merrillville,
Indiana: sister, Betty Cross of Odessa, Missouri and several nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Gil, her son David, and two brothers,
Graham and Kenneth Chamblin.
There will be a short Graveside Service at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, January 26, 2019, at Mt.
Washington Cemetery in Independence, Missouri. In testimony to a life well-lived, A
Celebration of Life service for family and friends will be held later in the spring at Trinity
Presbyterian Church.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy can be made to Trinity Presbyterian Church of
Columbia or Kemmerer Village of Assumption, Illinois.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153 Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.parkermillard.com
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Comments

“

Cindy, I am so sad to hear of Pauline's passing. When I was her caregiver, I always
loved hearing her stories about her life. She would often recall the story about how
her and Gil first met in Kansas City. My favorite story she shared was about the end
of WWII when she was working. The manager came onto the floor one afternoon and
said, "the war's over, everyone go home," and so they did! How times have changed.
I also loved hearing about how she voted for FDR the very first time she voted. She
was full of life, and I was always amazed by her energy. I will never forget her!

Kirsti Pellegrini - March 08 at 01:12 PM

“

It was my pleasure to know and share time with Pauline these past 15 years in
Columbia. She was an active member of our circle and was insistent on finding her
way around town to everyone's home on her own. Trinity had a 100th birthday
reception for her in 2015 and our circle helped her celebrate her 103 last November.
She had a great time.
Quite independent, the past couple of years, I enjoyed visiting Pauline and Mamie at
home, sharing a hamburger, and hearing her stories of growing up, living in
Independence and working during WWII. She remembered everything and
everybody and was quite a story teller. She really was a neat lady and loved her life
and family. Pauline was a joy to know and I will miss her. Goodbye, dear friend. Love
to Cindy and Pete. Charlotte Larrick

Charlotte Larrick - February 03 at 03:31 PM

“

We were fortunate to be Gil and Pauline’s neighbor for 7 years. I offered to mow their
lawn and help with snow. That’s where it started. Both of them filled a void of not
having grandparents close by. Gil past away before he could see the cardinals win in
2006, but Pauline knew it would make him happy. From that moment on, she was our
grandma. When we moved in 2013, we made sure to still visit. She loved Cora, Sam
and now Luke. I miss her. Matt Kuensting.

Matt Kuensting - January 27 at 07:09 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Madalyn Gramke - January 25 at 09:30 PM

“

She was a gift from God to Lana and I. We will cherish our visits with her forever!

Robert G Knutter - January 25 at 02:32 PM

“

What a joy to have reconnected with Aunt Pauline! We exchanged many written
letters and then emails! We finally got to visit her at home a couple of summers ago
and she was certainly full of energy and life! Sharon Harvey (daughter of Kenneth
Chamblin)

Sharon Harvey - January 25 at 10:51 AM

“

We were so lucky to have had Pauline as a neighbor and friend! We loved to hear
her stories from her years growing up, to how she met her husband, and their life
together. She will be greatly missed. Our love to her family! Love The Rainey's.

Robin Rainey - January 24 at 10:16 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Eric Slater - January 24 at 09:28 AM

“
“

Nice lady!
diann wacker - January 25 at 11:07 AM

Pauline and my mother, Christine, were first cousins, born the same year. Although I was
never fortunate enough to meet her, I enjoyed corresponding with her over the last several
years. She was a great help to me in researching our family history. I’ll miss her.
Dixie Conway - February 02 at 03:27 PM

