Brent Michael Yerian
October 14, 1967 - September 29, 2018

Surrounded by family and friends, Brent M. Yerian’s courageous fight came to an end on
September 29, 2018, at age 50. Born in Columbus, Ohio, on October 14, 1967, Brent was
raised in Illinois and graduated from Bolingbrook High School.
After a tragic spinal cord injury in 1986, Brent went on to graduate from the University of
Illinois Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelor of Business Administration with only a
semester delay. Despite further health challenges, he went back to receive his MBA in
1994. Brent married Dawn Dlouhy in 1998, and they had two sons. Brent’s long-time
career with Unilever as a supply chain analyst took them to Jefferson City, Missouri, in
2001. A devoted father, Brent worked with the Cub Scouts and supported his boys in all
their endeavors. He also served as a board member of the Missouri State Rehabilitation
Council. Brent was an avid Ohio State football fan, and his last moments were spent
watching the Buckeyes narrowly defeat Penn State in the final minutes of the game.
Brent is survived by sons Cade and Graham, parents Ed and Pat, sister Nicole Whitman
(Mike), nephew Aaron Whitman, and brother Damon (Alex), along with countless friends.
A visitation will be held Saturday, October 13, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at HouserMillard Funeral Home. A Celebration of Life will follow at 6 p.m. at Madison’s Cafe, 216
Madison Street. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly suggests donating to the charity of your
choice.
Arrangements are under the direction of the HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street; Jefferson City, Missouri 65109. (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left for the family online at www.millardfamilychapels.com
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Comments

“

Brent was a spectacular friend. Every time I watch a movie, and watch the awards
shows, I'll think back fondly on our long conversations about films. Brent had a great
appetite for movies and every time we talked he recommended films that I hadn't
seen and that might scratch an itch. I'll miss him a lot. Already do.

Russell McGeorge - October 13, 2018 at 05:18 PM

“

Brent is an amazing person in a multitude of ways. He had more control of his life
than most people I know - - all the way to the end. And most of all Brent met all
challenges head on. I never heard any frustrations from him about what life had dealt
him. He went through life with the uncompromising determination to get through it no
matter what. He loved his family and always wanted the best for Cade and Graham.
I have known Brent from the time he moved to Jefferson City with Dawn and Cade.
My daughter watched Cade as an infant days after he arrived in Jefferson City so he
& Dawn could attend Unilever's Christmas party. Our friendship started then.
Mine and Brent's responsibilities overlapped in many areas so we ended up traveling
together to many supplier's sites over the years. We made each trip enjoyable.
During the time Cade was around 3 years old (and totally focused on tractors) Brent
and I ended up traveling to a bottle supplier located in Central Iowa. The entire
journey was through agriculture where we saw thousand's of 'tractors' both on the
way to Iowa and repeated as we returned home. Brent and I spent the entire trip
trying to be the first to point out a tractor (by pointing and saying 'traaaaac-toooooor'
as Cade affectionately did when he saw them). We were really into that moment and
laughed the entire way.
The close circle of Brent's Unilever friends including the business people from other
companies he worked with on a regular basis were all shocked and deeply saddened
by the news of his passing. We were not ready to part with Brent and each of us
expected Brent's health to overcome once again. Brent was an incredible friend to
each of us. I now realize how fragile life is.
Janine and I regret we are not able to attend today's service and celebration of life
due to commitments we made months ago. Our hearts will be there and go out to
family during this time.
Words cannot begin to fill the gap he leaves in our lives. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to Brent's family and friends.

Ralph Haynes - October 13, 2018 at 01:22 PM

“

Ralph, I know how close you were and how much he thought of you. Thank you for your
kind words.
Patricia Yerian - October 17, 2018 at 05:51 PM

“

Michelle Harper lit a candle in memory of Brent Michael Yerian

Michelle Harper - October 13, 2018 at 12:23 PM

“

I had the privelage of having Brent as my friend for many years. His strength, courage and
forever positive outlook was truly an inspiration. As a parent, he raised two amazing young
men who he loved beyond belief. I will miss you a great deal, but know your finally free
now..
Michelle Harper - October 13, 2018 at 12:27 PM

“

Cheri Bolger purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Brent Michael Yerian.

Cheri Bolger - October 12, 2018 at 02:47 PM

“

112 files added to the album LifeTributes

Millard Family Chapels, Inc. - October 11, 2018 at 07:45 AM

“

I was so inspired by Brent's story and all of his accomplishments. I will forever
appreciate and honor the opportunity I had to participate in his care during his last
days. Rest in perfect peace, Brent. My deepest condolences to his mother, Pat and
all of his family. I may not be able to be there in person but I join you in celebrating
his life.

Jimi J - October 10, 2018 at 11:49 PM

“

It was a privilege and a pleasure to have cared for Brent through good and bad
times. Though he was my patient, I considered him my friend. He was a model of
citizenship and of how a disability needed not limit someone’s potential. Despite
having to face conditions many of us could not imagine, he handled life as though he
was being slightly inconvenienced. The role model he served for the community at
large, and for his boys, is something I will remember forever. As I have an out of town
teaching commitment, I cannot attend the service but he will be in my thoughts, and
his family in my prayers. My sincerest comdolescenses to all who loved him. We lost
a truly great man.

R Farid, MD - October 09, 2018 at 11:49 PM

“

I am so sorry I won't be able to attend the service this Saturday. Brent and I sat
across each other at work, so we got to be good friends. His strength was just
amazing and he was such an inspiration to all those who worked with him.
Sometimes we'd take a few minutes to chit-chat, mostly about family. He was SO
proud of his boys and we enjoyed swapping stories. One of my happiest memories of
Brent was at the Unilever Christmas party when he "danced" with us in his
wheelchair. He was so happy just enjoying the holiday flocked by beautiful ladies!
Normally, he was upbeat and positive but I know the past couple of years have been
terribly hard for him. I choose to remember the happy grin of that Christmas party.
Brent, you touched so many lives and taught us all valuable lessons of strength,
determination, courage and love. Now soar, my friend! - Judy

Judy Peters - October 09, 2018 at 10:31 PM

“

I had the opportunity to work with Brent for a number of years at Unilever. He was so
bright and such a help to so many people in the plant. He often spoke of his sons, he
loved them so very much. It was amazing to watch his courage in making the most of
every single day. He will be missed. Roberta Grey

Roberta Grey - October 08, 2018 at 05:23 PM

“

Anne Walls lit a candle in memory of Brent Michael Yerian

Anne Walls - October 07, 2018 at 11:40 AM

“

Regina D. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Brent Michael Yerian.

Regina D. - October 07, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

So sorry for your lost. I know he will be greatly miss. Thinking you in your time of
need.Bev Butz Osborne.

Beverly Butz Osborne - October 07, 2018 at 08:05 AM

“

Gloria Mamer lit a candle in memory of Brent Michael Yerian

Gloria Mamer - October 07, 2018 at 07:25 AM

“

The ServerFarm Family purchased the Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant for the family
of Brent Michael Yerian.

The ServerFarm Family - October 05, 2018 at 11:46 AM

