Charles William Digges
January 5, 1919 - January 30, 2019

Charles W. Digges, Sr. died on January 30, 2019. A memorial service will be held at 1:00
p.m. on Wednesday, February 6, 2019, at Calvary Episcopal Church, 123 S. Ninth Street,
Columbia, MO.
Charlie was born in Columbia, MO, on January 5, 1919. He was the son of Dr. Charles W.
Digges and Frances Cook Digges. He attended the University of Missouri Lab School and
graduated from Hickman High School in the class of 1936. After graduation, he went to
the University of Missouri and graduated with a degree in Business Administration in
1940. He was a member of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity at the University of Missouri.
He married Margaret Wakefield Digges in 1946 and they had one son, Charles W. Digges,
Jr. Margaret died in 1967. Charlie married Kathy Yeargain Digges in 1970 and she
survives. Charlie is survived by his son Charlie Digges, Jr. and his wife Laurie of
Columbia. Charlie is also survived by two grandsons, Charles W. Digges, VI, and Stephen
P. Digges, along with his sister-in-law Carol Digges of West Palm Beach, FL. Charlie was
predeceased by his brother, Sam Cook Digges.
He trained as a bomber pilot, flying B-25’s, B-17’s, and B-29’s, in the Air Force during
World War II. He was recalled to the Air Force in August, 1950, to serve in the Korean
War. He flew 40 missions off the island of Okinawa to North Korea. Between the two wars,
he joined Rollins-Vandiver Insurance Agency, which became Rollins-Vandiver-Digges
Insurance Agency in the early 1950’s. The agency merged in 1983 to become The
Insurance Group, Inc., where he served as President. He retired from the insurance
agency in 1992. Skip Grossnickle joined the insurance agency in 1971 and Charlie
cherished his special relationship with Skip and Daisy during his lifetime.
Charlie was an active member of the community. He served as President of the Chamber
of Commerce and was named Outstanding Citizen of Columbia in 1986. He also served
as President of the Columbia Downtown Rotary Club.

One of his favorite accomplishments was contacting Sam Walton, his classmate at
Hickman High School, to help build the Columbia Chamber of Commerce building. The
building was consequently named for Thomas Walton, father of Sam and Bud Walton.
Digges served on various bank boards, including Boone National Savings & Loan, First
National Bank (now Landmark Bank), Boone County National Bank (now Central Bank of
Boone County), and Central Bancompany of Jefferson City. He served on the Board of the
State Historical Society of Missouri and also on the board of the Independent Insurance
Agents Association of Missouri. He was active in the Calvary Episcopal Church through
the years.
He loved golf and fishing and was proud of his association with the Phil Cotton Golf
Tournament (now the Richard Poe Golf Tournament) which supports the MU golf team. He
and Kathy were charter members of the Country Club of Missouri and he enjoyed his
many golf friends. He loved MU Athletics and was a die-hard MU fan and he was close
friends to many of the MU football and basketball coaches. He was the first President of
the Columbia Quarterback Club in 1970. He was a long-time member of the Round Table
lunch group.
Charlie was blessed with good health, good friends, great doctors, especially Dr. Jerry
Kennett, and a loving family. Charlie and Kathy continued to exercise faithfully, and he
credits his friends, golf, exercise and son Charlie and wife Kathy for his good life. He was
kind and generous.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Calvary Episcopal Church, 123
S. Ninth, Columbia, MO, 65201, or to the University of Missouri (memo line: Sam Cook
Digges Scholarship Fund), 407 Reynolds Alumni Center, Columbia, MO 65211.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.parkermillard.com
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Comments

“

Kathy, Charlie Jr, Laurie and families, I want to thank you so much for sharing this
wonderful man with so many of us. Mr. Digges was the example of a true gentleman,
always a pleasant smile, kind word and would ask how you were doing. Ben and I
have been honored to have met him, known him and called him our friend. He will be
greatly missed by so many, but his legacy will live on forever in the hearts of anyone
that knew him. God called him home because he needed a "gentle man" Love and
prayers for all of you. Jacque and Ben March

Jacque March - February 05 at 08:11 PM

“

To the Digges family's I just Mr.Charles a fine man with a big smile now God is say
well done good know come home and rest now

James Gray - February 05 at 12:26 AM

“

Charlie and Kathy, just wanted you to know the Kirby family is keeping you in their
thoughts and prayers. I saw Charles last fall at the UMC hearing aid clinic and got to
visit with him for a few minutes at that time!...he will be missed!

John and Elizabeth Kirby - February 04 at 10:01 AM

“

Charles Digges was a member of The Greatest Generation. He truely represented
excellence in the term Gentleman. I remember him as a caring soft spoken man that
always had a smile and kind word for everyone. He will be greatly missed. My
sympathies to Charlie and Kathy Digges. Enjoy all your wonderful memories!

Mary Nowell Namerow - February 03 at 02:31 PM

“

Mike Strong lit a candle in memory of Charles William Digges

Mike Strong - February 03 at 09:41 AM

“

I will always have fond memories of Mr Digges. He was a wonderful man and had a
very caring personality. He will be missed by many in the community. My thoughts
and prayers to the family.

Mike Strong - February 03 at 09:40 AM

