Dennis R Hensley
October 1, 1924 - May 16, 2020

Dennis R. Hensley, 95, of Columbia, MO, passed away at his home on Saturday, May 16,
2020 with his loved ones at his side. Dennis was born on October 1, 1924 in Waynesville,
MO to the late Clarence and Ethel (Walters) Hensley. He was the second oldest son of
eight other siblings, six brothers and two sisters. He graduated from Waynesville High
School in 1943. Dennis spent many years working for the Missouri National Guard and
retired from there. He enjoyed vacations with his family and in his spare time, enjoyed
hunting and fishing. Dennis was hard-working and enjoyed the outdoors.
In 1980, Dennis met and married the love of his life, Ruthie C. Fuchs of Columbia. They
resided near the Country Club of Missouri, where Dennis enjoyed golfing, Saturday
breakfast with his golf buddies, and he and Ruthie enjoyed gathering with their friends for
dinners. They thoroughly enjoyed travelling abroad for many years, and Dennis visited his
50th state in 2018. He loved sports and was a big fan of the Missouri Tigers and St. Louis
Cardinals baseball. He also enjoyed the K.C. Chiefs. He and Ruthie could be seen
attending Missouri Tiger events every chance they could. One of Dennis’ biggest passion
was caring for his bluebird houses. He and another buddy installed 31 bluebird houses on
the golf course at the country club and many began to appreciate and enjoy the beauty of
our state bird. Dennis will be missed by his family and friends.
His beloved wife, Ruthie C. Hensley, preceded him in death in August, 2017. His step-son,
James William Fuchs, also preceded him in death.
Dennis is survived by his two daughters, Diana Trigg of Jefferson City, MO; Linda Lock
(David) of Kansas City; brother, Dwight Hensley (Marilyn) of Waynesville, MO; sister,
Barbara Johnson of Albuquerque, New Mexico; and sister, Marlene Hartley of
Waynesville, MO; grandchildren, Jeff Trigg (Kelly) of New Bloomfield, MO; Holly Linhardt
(Jonathan) of Kansas City, MO; Joseph Lock of Denver, CO; and Eric Lock (Nadia) of
Orlando, FL; great grandchildren, Tyler Trigg of Orlando, FL; Ella Trigg of New Bloomfield,
MO; and Lauren Linhardt of Kansas City, MO. He is also survived by a step-daughter,
Cathy Deneault of St. Louis, MO; a step-son, George J. Fuchs, III, M.D. (Marianne

DeWier) of Lexington, KY; seven step-grandchildren; ten step-great grandchildren.
A mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on May 28, 2020 at St. Thomas More
Newman Center, where he and Ruthie were long-time members; Fr. Rich Litzau,O.P.,
officiating. Visitation will be from 1:00-2:00, followed by mass at 2:00 p.m. and a luncheon
held upstairs at the Newman Center. In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be
made to St. Thomas More Newman Center, Columbia, MO.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory, 12
East Ash Street, Columbia, MO 65203, 573-449-4153. Condolences may be left online for
the family at www.ParkerMillard.com.
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Comments

“

I want to say to Diana Trigg that I am so sorry for your loss. While I did not know
Dennis well, my first memory of him was at Meadow Lake Acres Country Club while I
was working at the pro shop. One of my duties was cleaning the clubs and setting
them outside for the members right before their tee time. Dennis was always friendly
and appreciative and carried a nice smile while greeting any of us. While I knew that
Dennis sold insurance, it was only many years later (about 2015) that I say him at
Murry's Restaurant and had a nice chat with him. I learned that in fact he had sold
insurance to my father. He told me how my father had treated employees very well,
including providing good insurance coverage. I appreciated his telling me this. I was
fortunate to see him at his home a few times this past year. He happened to live next
door to good friends of mine, Harold and Mary Ezell. Dennis was a fine human being
who will surely be missed.
John Hiesberger

John Hiesberger - June 04 at 07:51 PM

“

Dear Family of Dennis Hensley:
I was so sorry to learn of Dennis's death. He was a guy and a friend and I will miss
him. As someone who is in the so called "twilight age", I am mindful of just what the
best thing that can be said about a deceased friend might be, and in my opinion it is
"He was a really good man." That statement sure applies to Dennis.
I cannot tell you how much I enjoyed and appreciated my times with, conversations
with, and even bad (on my part) golf games with Dennis. Neither of us was a very
good golfer but we each enjoyed playing, not so much for the game but for the
companionship. I sure enjoyed his.
It was my honor and privilege to know Dennis and to have served him, professionally,
as a lawyer. I will deeply miss him.
You have my deepest sympathies.
B. Daniel (Dan) Simon

Dan Simon - May 26 at 12:00 PM

“

So glad you had these years with your dad. The loss is very hard, just try to
remember the great times.

Carol Burns - May 23 at 09:49 AM

“

Dear Linda Diana and family,
I am so sorry to hear of your Dad passing. I know you and the family have been
through so much.
I have been thinking of you all and my thoughts and prayers have been with you.
Please let me know if there is anything you need.
All my love, Cindy McCurren

Cindy McCurren - May 22 at 09:07 PM

“

Dians my thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. You have been through so
much losing both parents. I will get with you so we can do lunch soon....take some
time and rest you deserve it. Miss you.
Debbie

Debbie Berendzen - May 22 at 07:32 PM

“

We send our love and sympathy. Prayers for comfort and peace. May your memories bring
you joy.
Diane Brucks McDonald - May 22 at 08:47 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Dennis R Hensley.

May 22 at 06:35 PM

