Dirke Lee Redus
July 26, 1963 - November 20, 2019

Dirke Lee Redus, 56, of Jefferson City, passed away on Wednesday, November 20, 2019,
surrounded by his loving family. He was born on July 26, 1963, in St. Louis, a son of the
late Clarence and Opal (Brown) Redus. Dirke was united in marriage on June 26, 2004, to
Barbara Berendzen.
Dirke was a 1981 graduate of Hancock Place High School in St. Louis. He attended State
Fair Community College where he studied Network Administration. Dirke was employed
by Capital Region Medical Center, Providence Bank and most recently by the Missouri
State Public Defenders Office.
Dirke was a music man. Music was his language. He was a founding member of Acoustic
Classics and later performed solo in his own “One Man Band”. His larger than life
personality and love for music brought everyone together. Everyone who met him had a
special song that would draw them in to sing with him. He may have had to turn the
microphone off a few times but he gave everyone their moment in the spotlight. People
were drawn to listen to him sing everywhere he went. He always had his guitar and would
sing anywhere at any time. His smile and laugh were contagious. He was also a bit of a
practical joker. Even during his intense chemo therapy at Barnes Hospital, he always kept
the nurses guessing with his antics. Dirke was truly proud of his Native Cherokee Heritage
and loved his computer gadgets, politics, twitter and spending time on the Osage River.
But what was most important to Dirke was his family, friends and his beloved dogs,
Romeo and Hydrox. He held a special place in the hearts of everyone he met.
He is survived by his wife, Barbara of Jefferson City; daughters: Nikki Naumann (Seth)
and Kelsey Wieberg; sons: Ryan Herigon (Brandy) and Nathan Herigon (Jill); brother:
Steve Redus (Kim): sisters: Marilyn Banks (Dave) and Joanna Keeler (James);
grandchildren: Eliza Naumann, Ethan Herigon, Reese Herigon and Riley Herigon;
brothers and sisters-in-law: Mike (Jan) Berendzen, Ilse (Jeff) Erickson, Marian (Curt)
Bridges, Gary (Sheri) Berendzen and Mark (Sue) Berendzen and numerous nieces and
nephews that were very special to him.

Dirke was preceded in death by his parents and brother: Larry Redus.
Friends will be received from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday, November 25, 2019 at
Houser-Millard Funeral Directors with a memorial service following at 3:00 p.m. A
Celebration of Life Party at Capital Bluffs Event Center will follow Monday evening after
services. BYOG (Bring Your Own Guitar).
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy be made to Jefferson City Music Academy or
Haven House of St. Louis.
Arrangements are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left online for the family at www.millardfamilychapels.com.

Events
NOV
25

Visitation

01:00PM - 03:00PM

Houser-Millard Funeral Directors
2613 West Main Street, Jefferson City, MO, US, 65109

NOV
25

Memorial Service

03:00PM

Houser-Millard Funeral Directors
2613 West Main Street, Jefferson City, MO, US, 65109

Comments

“

I wish I had an original sentiment to leave. Instead I will echo the sentiments of all
those who knew him. From float trips, local gigs, private parties to evenings at the
river Dirke was a true source of entertainment in every sense of the word. I
remember always being met with a warm greeting that was frequently followed by
laughter for some reason or other. I will always remember his love for music and his
amazing talent. There was no doubt when you listened to him play/sing that music
was his savior. He will be missed by many. Thanks for the memories Dirke! Until we
meet again, Other Girl.

Karla Wolfmeier - November 25 at 02:02 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Dirke Lee Redus.

November 24 at 08:43 PM

“

Barb so sorry about the loss of your husband Dirke to cancer..i can certainly
relate..keeping you & your family in my thoughts & prayers! Debbie (The Late Louie)
Branson

Debbie Branson - November 22 at 04:27 PM

“

What an amazing person! I am so thankful and blessed to know Dirke, to enjoy his
talent, humor and friendship! He will never be forgotten, he left a bit of himself with
everyone he touched. All the endless performaces are memories that will always be
dearly enjoyed, especially when he played at my parents lake house...what a party! I
am
also very grateful to know this awesome family...my heart goes out to you all! Love
and Blessings, Linda Marr

Linda Marr - November 22 at 09:59 AM

“

There are so many favorite memories of Dirke! He was very kind, and loved to share
his music at family events. I loved it when he would sing “Brown Eyed Girl”, and all of
us gals would gather around him and sing. It was so much fun He will be missed by
so many family and friends.

Mary Ann DeCook - November 22 at 09:53 AM

“

Linda Marr lit a candle in memory of Dirke Lee Redus

Linda Marr - November 22 at 09:25 AM

“

My memory is from the Fred berendzen reunion when he played the guitar and his
granddaughter sang the Train song ‘Hey soul sister’. Every time I hear that song I
think of Dirke.

Kim Yocom - November 21 at 08:29 PM

“

Rest in heaven and peace. My condolences to the family and friends. Play and sing
for all the other Angels. Gone way too soon.
We hung out a lot back in the day. I will miss you my friend.
Debbie Parish Lottes

Debbie Parish Lottes - November 21 at 07:26 PM

“

Rest in peace Uncle Dirke. You brighten this world with your kindness. I will forever
remember you. Like a rock you faught hard and strong. This world will not be the same
without you. Kathie Ann

Kathie Ann Belter Redus - November 21 at 08:12 PM

