Gary Layton Allee
August 30, 1944 - September 7, 2020

Dr. Gary Layton Allee, 76, of Columbia, passed away on September 7, 2020 from
pancreatic cancer. His educational journey began in a one-room schoolhouse in Moniteau
County and ended with him becoming one of the leading swine nutritionists in the world.
His kindness and generosity enriched a beloved network of family, friends, neighbors,
students, and colleagues.
Gary grew up as the third of eleven children on his family’s farm near Latham, Missouri.
He earned B.S. (1966) and M.S. (1967) degrees in Animal Sciences from the University of
Missouri, followed by a Ph.D. in Animal Sciences from the University of Illinois (1970). But
his biggest accomplishment was his marriage to Norma Knipp, who partnered with him in
all endeavors for a wonderful 54 years.
For nearly two decades Gary built his career at Kansas State University, where he and
Norma raised their two children and made lifelong friendships. In 1987 he came home to
mid-Missouri to lead the Animal Sciences department at the University of Missouri.
Eventually he returned to his true professional love – collaborative research – and formed
productive and rewarding new partnerships that further propelled his career.
Gary was recognized nationally and internationally for his pioneering contributions to
swine nutrition and swine production. He gave over 200 invited presentations in 26 states
and 28 countries. China was a frequent and much-loved destination, where, after his 2008
lecture in Chengdu was interrupted by the 7.9 magnitude Sichuan earthquake, Gary
nevertheless forged ahead and delivered all of his scheduled presentations. He authored
more than 100 refereed journal articles and more than 350 abstracts and technical papers.
Gary proudly served as the vice president, president, and director of the Midwest Section
of the American Society of Animal Sciences, which hosts an annual symposium in his
honor, and on the Board of Directors of Omega Protein Corporation for nearly two
decades. His greatest professional legacy was his mentorship of 27 Ph.D. and 28 M.S.
students, who he counted among his closest friends.

Gary loved being outdoors. Fishing was a lifelong pleasure, whether in the rich waters of
Alaska, Canada, and the Gulf of Mexico, or the more fickle ponds on his farm near
Hallsville. He loved to spend time on his cattle farm, especially with his grandkids. Another
passion was to grow and share vegetables from his garden.
His devotion could be seen in many ways. His upbringing and strong faith led him to focus
on feeding the hungry, as evidenced by his 1998 trip to famine-stricken North Korea to
help with food production. He was a true supporter of Mizzou basketball and football, who
never once considered cancelling his season tickets. His greatest devotion was reserved
for his five grandkids, who he loved to accompany to school and sporting events, as well
as on vacations around the world.
He is survived by his wife Norma of Columbia; his daughter Teresa (Paul) Bridwell of Los
Angeles, CA; his son Todd (Kris Miler) Allee of Washington, D.C.; and his grandchildren
Mara Bridwell, Max Bridwell, Alexandra Bridwell, Camille Allee, and Serena Allee. Also
surviving are two brothers, Jack Allee and Bill (Sharon) Allee, both of Latham, and eight
sisters: Mary (Wayne) Coleman of Jefferson City; Faye (Mike) Moser of Sedalia; Connie
(Chuck) Rosecrans of Huntsville, AL; Peggy (Pat) Sullivan of St. Charles, IA; Brenda (Bill)
Bates of Green Valley, AZ; Sherry (Terry) Boldt of Milton, FL; Rita (Mike) Dallmeyer of
Jefferson City; and Lisa (Curt) Krueger of Phoenix, AZ. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Floyd Layton Allee and Delta June Allee.
In light of the current Covid-19 pandemic, the family will hold a private mass and burial. A
full celebration of his life will be held at a future date. Memorial contributions may be made
to the Gary L. Allee Memorial Scholarship Fund, which provides need-based financial aid
to college students from rural communities (send checks to: Mizzou Gift Processing, 407
Reynolds Alumni Center, Columbia, MO 65211, or give online at
www.giving.missouri.edu/allee), or to the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (donation
form at: http://media.pancan.org/org/pancan_donation_form.pdf, or give online at
www.pancan.org).
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com

Cemetery
Flag Springs Cemetery
California, MO, 65018

Comments

“

Norma, I extend my deepest sympathies to you and family.

ROBERT W SCHRECK - September 20 at 09:58 AM

“

Norma, I extend my deepest sympathies to you and family. I had the honor of
working with Gary at Omega while he served on the Board of Directors. There were
also many pleasures shared with him when fishing at Port Mansfield, TX or watching
SEC football. He was truly a gentleman. Tom Wittmann, Omega Protein (Retired)

Thomas Wittmann - September 16 at 07:03 PM

“

Dr. Allee was a forward thinker in our industry and much loved by our company. He
will be dearly missed. Jane Crowther Omega Protein

Jane Crowther - September 16 at 12:48 PM

“

Our thoughts and prays to Gary's family. We only knew Gary for a couple years, but
during that time he was always willing or offering to help out if needed. When he
would stop by our place he always had a smile. Our daughter was just starting to get
into showing cows in 4H. She enjoyed asking him the ton of questions she had, and
he always took the time to listen to her. She would also tell him she loved his cattle
coming up to the fence. She would go over and talk to them. He would laugh he
thought that was great.
Gary will greatly be missed.
Your farm neighbors,
Tony & Amy Singleton

Amy Singleton - September 14 at 03:30 PM

“

Norma, we wish you and your family well during this difficult time. For those beyond
your family, Gary was a prominent figure in both the science and the practice of
swine nutrition. I respected him as a scientist, and I respected his contributions to the
feed industry. And I valued his friendship. Jim & Cinda Pettigrew

Jim Pettigrew - September 14 at 03:05 PM

“

Gary, my memories of you will always be from the place in my heart which your spirit
and love of life created. The time that we spent with you in Manhattan, KS and
Columbia, MO demonstrated to me what amazing enthusiasm and dedication you
brought to everything you did and believed in. The rapport you established with your
students came from your determination for them to be successful and a factor in the
world they would face while on the journey they followed and will follow. The
importance and the process of mentoring your students is an example of the depth of
your commitment to them and an example for us all to follow with the people we are
responsible for in our lives. You were always gracious and understanding as we
shared the joy, love and pleasure we experienced with our grandchildren. I know that
you will always be front and center in the minds of Mara, Max and Alexandra and
their time with you around the world, especially at the farm, I hope that your
character and spirit will influence their lives. I know they miss you greatly, as do I.
Farewell for now
Jim Bridwell

james bridwell - September 13 at 04:08 PM

“

Gary, with a heavy heart I say good bye to you. I will always remember you as a very
generous, gracious, kind person. I will miss you at our family gatherings, I will miss
our conversations, I will miss your stories of your adventures, I will miss you teaching
me how to cook and so much more. As I watch our shared grandchildren grow I will
look for that part of you in each of them. You will live in my thoughts forever.
Forever
Karle

Karle Bridwell - September 13 at 01:09 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Chris D Knight - September 12 at 12:09 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Allee family Gary was truly an amazing person & so are
his siblings
May Gods gentleness be with you

Janice Gentile - September 12 at 10:54 AM

“

Gary and I were hired at K-State in August of 1970, as well as Dr. Bill Able. My wife
baby sat a couple of times for he and Norma's daughter Teresa. I remember the fish
story when faculty fished at Don Good's pond. Someone had laid down their rod and
reel after casting for channel catfish. A large catfish pulled the rod and reel into the
water. A little while later, someone (maybe Amos Karr) hooked the line and tried to
reel in the fish with little success. I believe it was Gary who waded out into the water
and got close enough to the fish to pull it in. Then, the three men argued (and
laughed) for days about who really caught the fish! I always remember Norma having
a smile and being a devoted husband to Gary. She actually wheel-chaired Gary
around during a national American Society of Animal Science meeting when he was
having a severe back problem. submitted by Dr. Michael Dikeman, Professor
Emeritus of K-State.

Michael E Dikeman - September 11 at 08:10 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Dr. Gary Layton Allee.

September 11 at 07:40 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dr. Gary Layton Allee.

September 11 at 07:11 PM

“

Novus International, Research & Development Team purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

Novus International, Research & Development Team - September 11 at 11:53 AM

“

From: United Animal Health in Sheridan Indiana purchased the Tender Tribute for the
family of Gary Layton Allee.

From: United Animal Health in Sheridan Indiana - September 11 at 08:20 AM

“

It was my great honor to be educated and coached by Professor Gary L Allee since
July, 2007! It was just like yesterday that he coached me to prepare for the Mid west
meeting presentation and practice so many times. He gave me university basketball
game tickets to let me understand more about US life. He shared a lot of industry
and university stories with us and let me better understand researches. As the
industry research leader, his research idea and perspectives always inspire my to
better understand research and solutions. His wisdom and smile alway in my mind
and encourage me to keep fighting.
Gary will always in my heart!
John Zhu

John Zhu - September 10 at 10:12 PM

“

Zhengpeng （John）Zhu purchased the Guiding Light Bouquet for the family of Gary
Layton Allee.

Zhengpeng (John)Zhu - September 10 at 09:35 PM

“

Li Ma & Family purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of Gary
Layton Allee.

Li Ma & Family - September 10 at 09:06 PM

“

Tristan & Emily Hightower purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Gary Layton Allee.

Tristan & Emily Hightower - September 10 at 04:36 PM

“

Defa Li purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

Defa Li - September 10 at 12:18 PM

“

The news that Dr. Allee left us really shocked and sadden me. I was fortunate to
work and travel with Gary twice a year for 6 years to promote swine nutrition to China
swine industry during 2006-2012. Dr. Allee inspired the swine professionals with
practical research methodologies and unbiased solutions for farm-level amino acid

nutrition.
we experience China 2008 Wenchuan earthquake disaster together and Gary
insisted on continuing the roadshow even after 4-d lodging difficulties in Chengdu.
His tearful empathy to the suffered people when watching TC news, and his
optimistic attitude to the chaos and inconvenience caused by the disaster deeply
touched the heart of our team. We shared so many vivid memories about each trip
and the wise discussions about the swine industry.
The graduate students and professors we met in each university all benefit from his
insights and knowledge sharing. the impacts on young professionals are still
impacting the industry. If I need to name someone who contribute most to the swine
industry and food security in China and the world, Dr Allee definitely is one of the few
best, together with his excellent graduate students including Dr. Defa Li, Dr. Gary
Stoner and Dr. Shuangxi Fu etc. Peach forever Dr Allee, we who have worked
closely with you miss you.
Best wish and love and condolence for Dr. Allee family.
Helen Cao, Ph.D.
InnovHope Inc
New Hope Group
Helen Cao - September 10 at 11:53 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 10 at 07:02 AM

“

Our Thoughts and Prayers are expressed to Gary's family. He was a leader in the
animal science associations where we shared committee assignments. Mike Hutjens

Mike Hutjensm - September 09 at 11:48 PM

“

Gary Robert Stoner purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Gary Layton Allee.

BAO XUAN - September 09 at 11:14 PM

“

Jack and Robynn Whittier purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Gary
Layton Allee.

Jack and Robynn Whittier - September 09 at 05:48 PM

“

Dr. Gary Allee became the department head at the University of Missouri Animal
Science Department while I was on the faculty as a relatively young faculty member.
I remember his kind and deliberate steps to get to know me and to coach me toward
academic progress. During the time I was at MU, Gary and I built a close friendship
that continued when I left to join the faculty at Colorado State University. My
association with Gary through the American Society of Animal Science continued
over the years. Each year at the ASAS meetings I looked forward to a chance to visit
with Gary, and often with Norma as well. Since the ASAS meetings in 2020 did not
occur in person, I missed our update. I do recall that Gary shared with me his health
challenge during the 2019 meetings. I was saddened to learn of Gary's death this
week.
Gary was a wonderful example of an animal scientist, both in his own academic
achievements, and in the way he mentored so many. The academy of swine nutrition
is a better place because of Gary's involvement, his research findings, and the
impact he had through teaching and training students, swine producers, and swine
industry professionals.
I deem it a privilege to have known Gary and to have benefited from his guidance
and friendship. In addition to his academic impact and prowess, Gary was just simply
a good person who exemplified high values and strong beliefs in things that really
matter. Things like family, country, God and kindness to other people. This aspect of
Gary's life is to me as profound as his academic achievements. The world is a better
place because Gary Allee lived, and that impact will not end with his passing. It will
live on through his family and his students and those who were able to rub shoulders
with him.
Jack and Robynn Whittier

Jack Whittier - September 09 at 01:48 PM

“

“

Very well said, Jack.
Jodi Sterle - September 09 at 02:55 PM

Shengfa Liao lit a candle in memory of Gary Layton Allee

Shengfa Liao - September 09 at 01:41 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 12:16 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 12:05 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 12:01 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 08:43 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 08:20 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 06:49 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 09 at 01:34 AM

“

Darrell and I send our thoughts and prayers to Norma and the family. Enjoyed being
neighbors on "the farm"! Rest in peace Gary... . Debbie & Darrell Cuppy

Debbie Cuppy - September 08 at 08:05 PM

“

Jon Bergstrom purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

Jon Bergstrom - September 08 at 05:11 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Gary Layton Allee.

September 08 at 04:29 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dr. Allee and ASAS Living Histories

Meghan Wulster-Radcliffe - September 08 at 03:05 PM

“

Meghan - I’m one of Gary’s sisters. Can’t thank you enough for posting this. I had never
seen it. I will share it with other family members. Sherry Boldt
Sherry “Allee” Boldt - September 08 at 09:19 PM

“

ASAS Crew: Wonderful video, made me feel like Gary was in the same room with me.
What a great mentor he was and will continue on through those he impacted. Thanks for
sharing this video. Jack Whittier
Jack Whittier - September 09 at 05:59 PM

