Gary C. Fox
August 8, 1930 - August 11, 2019

Gary Chalmers Fox passed away on August 11, 2019 at the Missouri Veterans Home in
Mexico, Missouri. He was born in 1930 in Indianapolis, Indiana to Russel and Thelma Fox.
After graduating from Washington High School in Indianapolis he attended Hanover
College where he was the quarterback on the football team and a member of Lambda Chi
Fraternity.
At Hanover he met the love of his life, Patricia Laney, while both were working in the
dining hall. Following his college graduation, Gary enlisted in the army and was stationed
in Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri.
After his service in 1955, he and Pat were married in Crown Point, Indiana where Gary
coached at Wood HS in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Gary earned his Master’s Degree in education at Butler University. While at Butler
University, Gary and Pat welcomed their daughter Beth in 1959, and son David in 1961.
Gary continued his education, earning his PhD at Michigan State University and then
taught at the University of Northern Iowa.
In 1967 the family moved to their final destination of Columbia, Missouri where he taught
Higher and Adult Education at the University of Missouri. While at the University of
Missouri he was a member of the Danforth Foundation.
Gary was an active member of First Presbyterian Church where he served as a Deacon,
Senior High Sunday School Teacher, and Usher and was an active member of Golden K
Kiwanis Club.
He was an avid sports fan and loved to stay active playing tennis, hiking, and playing
poker with his buddies. He was a huge supporter of the Missouri Tigers in all sports and a
long-time volunteer with the Missouri Show Me State Games.
Gary had a passion for teaching and encouraged many young people by volunteering to
read at local schools and pre schools. On Halloween he treated all of the children to “Trick
or Read” where he gave out hundreds of books over the years while Pat handed out
candy.
Gary is survived by his wife of 63 years, Patricia, his daughter and her husband Beth and
Richard Walter, his son and his wife David and Jana Fox, his grandson Dustin and his wife
Erin Fox, and great-granddaughter Jacqueline Jordan, granddaughters Kaia Fox and

Sophie Walter, grandson Sam Walter, and brother and his wife Randy and Mary Jo Fox.
Services for Gary will be at 10:00 am, August 17th, 2019 at The First Presbyterian
Church, 16 Hitt St., Columbia Missouri. There will be a reception immediately following the
service in the Ramsey Center at the Church.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to The First Presbyterian Church or
the Missouri Veterans Home.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com
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Comments

“

What a wonderful, kind man. My last professor at Mizzou and I have fond memories,
looking forward to going to class and listening to such a down-to-earth, common
sense man who I knew I could learn from. Deepest condolences to the Fox family.

Shane Matzen - August 18 at 11:02 AM

“

Gary was a great colleague at Mizzou and a long time friend. As a friend he was
always willing to help, offer his observations on Tiger sports, and share a story or two
or three. He was always cheerful and a fun person to be around. Over the years we
shared many enjoyable times together including attending some football road games,
playing some tennis, and many years of weekly poker games. These are great
memories that I will always remember. He will be missed.

Doug Grouws - August 16 at 10:25 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gary C. Fox.

August 15 at 04:33 PM

“

It was always a real pleasure to see Gary, as he always had a good story to tell, was
always joyful, and loved interacting with people. I have missed seeing him at least
once a year, very much.

Robert Almony - August 14 at 07:28 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary C. Fox.

August 14 at 07:25 PM

“

Enjoyed having Gary help out at SHOW ME State Games and at our functions,
remember him singing and telling stories as we packed hot dogs at the Central
Missouri Food Bank?
He will be very missed. Cindy Garcia.

Cynthia Garcia - August 14 at 03:20 PM

“

He was my advisor and supporter for my graduate degree in Higher and Adult
Education at MIzzou. Always had a smile and words of wisdom.
My sincere condolences to all the family.
Susan Pendergrass
Amelia Island, FL

susan Pendergrass - August 14 at 01:13 PM

“

It was an honor to have known such a wonderful person. His sense of humor, wit,
and friendliness to everyone will be greatly missed. Michael Perez-Mesa

Michael Perez-Mesa - August 14 at 10:26 AM

“

Much love and peace to you all. I’m sure he’s sharing books and stories on the other
side! C x

Cath Walter - August 14 at 01:11 AM

“

When I think of Gary, I first remember how he loved to read to school children - and
to give them books to keep as their own. He was a great guy, and will be missed by
all who knew him. RIP, Gary.

Terry Weston - August 13 at 09:57 PM

“

22 files added to the album A full life

Beth Walter - August 13 at 08:13 PM

“

Deepest condolences to the Fox Family. Mr. Fox always had a kind word to say and
would always bring a smile to your Face. Definitely a great Man and a life well lived.

Ray Hughes - August 12 at 05:19 PM

