Gloria Penning
May 20, 1929 - March 25, 2020

Surrounded by her family, Gloria Irene (Neumann) Penning died on Wednesday, March
25, 2020. Born on May 20, 1929, in Washington, MO, she was the daughter of Hugo and
Linda (Eggenberg) Neumann. She married her childhood sweetheart, John Penning, on
May 29, 1948 at St. George Catholic Church. Together they welcomed 10 children into the
world: Michael, Patrick (who died in 2007), Timothy, Matthew, Tommy (died at age 1 day),
John, Linda, Daniel, Mark and Christy (died at age 2 days), along with 17 grandchildren
and 15 great grandchildren.
She was a true Renaissance woman: musician, artist, master lace knitter, animal rescuer,
counselor, protector, naturalist, cook, Cub Scout leader, quilter and gardener. She was a
ravenous learner. As an example, she had just begun to seriously study the German
language this year, so as to better communicate with some of her fellow residents at
Victorian Place. She yearned to do even more with her life, but simply ran out of time. But
these characteristics and talents are only part of the story for this incredible woman.
She was a loving wife and mother. A lifelong Hermann resident, she had enough love for
an army. She often said, “I was born to be a mother; it’s the hardest job you’ll ever love.”
And she lived by that statement, doing anything and everything she could for her family. At
her core, she was immensely kind and shared her kindness with everyone.
Life is made up of moments; a person’s character is also made up of moments. We
remember how they acted at some moment, what they did for others at some moment,
how they made others feel at some moment. Gloria lived with an open mind, a sense of
humor and an open heart and offered all of these up as presents for others in the moment.
As a result, anyone who knew her came away with a legacy of powerful, lasting and
moving memories.
She felt the following Thoreau quote summed up her thoughts on a life well-lived:
“When you were born, you were crying and everyone else was smiling. Live your life so at

the end, you’re the one who is smiling and everyone else is crying.”
Through our tears, we know she is smiling now.
Memorial services are planned for June 2020, provided current travel and gathering
restrictions are lifted.
In lieu of flowers, we ask that memorials be made to Heartland Hospice or Ferals in Peril.
To send condolences, log on to www.parkermillard.com.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com

Comments

“

DEAR Gloria was such a cheerful and loving woman. I send heartfelt condolences to
her family.
Gloria also was a important gift to our large community of lace knitters. She kept in
print 5 booklets of lace patterns that, without her attention and diligence, would have
been lost to us all.
"May flights of angels...."

meg swansen - March 31 at 02:36 PM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words Meg!
Linda ANtal - April 03 at 11:27 AM

