John Robert Drainer
December 28, 1934 - December 31, 2019

John Robert Drainer, 85, of Jefferson City, passed away on Tuesday, December 31, 2019
at his home. He was born on December 28, 1934 in Spalding, Missouri; a son of the late
Victor and Hazel (Hetzel) Drainer. He was united in marriage to Nina Mae Nelson, March
14, 1957, in Bowling Green.
After graduating from Farber High School in Farber, Missouri, John joined the United
States Navy and would proudly serve for the next 20 years. Upon retirement he had
earned the rank of Chief. He was awarded the Good Conduct medal four times and the
National Defense Service ribbon. John moved his family to Jefferson City and put down
roots. He worked as an air traffic controller and managed the Jefferson City airport from
1973 to 1996. He was a devout member of Immaculate Conception church and was a 4th
degree Knight of Columbus. He enjoyed mushroom hunting, fishing, gardening, watching
the St. Louis Cardinals and college sports. He was a proud father and grandfather who
loved spending time with his family. His presence will be greatly missed by all who knew
him.
He is survived by his children: Diane Irwin (Don), Dawn Stegeman (Roger) and Robert
Drainer (Kim); grandchildren: Cole Stegeman (Sarah), Taylor Stegeman (Liz), Lexi
Stegeman, Kyle Irwin, Carson Drainer and Elizabeth Drainer; great-grandchildren:
Houston Stegeman and Saylor Irwin-Loon; and sister: Ruth Ann Jones. John was
preceded in death by his wife of 60 years: Nina Drainer; and 3 brothers.
Family and Friends will be received from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Monday, January 6, 2020
at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 11:00
a.m. with Fr. Donald Antweiler officiating. Interment is private for the family.
Expressions of sympathy can be made to Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.
Arrangements are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be

left online for the family at www.millardfamilychapels.com.
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Comments

“

Dawn and family. So sorry for your loss. Hoping you can find peace and comfort
during this very difficult time. With sympathy, Debbie and Jim Perrey

Debbie Perrey - January 06 at 07:11 PM

“

America the Beautiful was purchased for the family of John Robert Drainer.

January 04 at 04:45 PM

“

Diane, Dawn Marie and Bob, I am so very sorry to hear of your fathers passing. He
was an excellent person and a wonderful husband, dad, grandpa and great grandpa!
He was so proud of his family. Please take comfort knowing that he is with your
precious Mother. My prayers are with you. God bless you all.

Denise Willroth - January 04 at 08:51 AM

“

So very sorry to hear this news about your father. Deepest sympathy to Dawn, Diane
and Bob. Prayers and love.

Annie Jarrett - January 03 at 11:19 AM

“

Keeping the Drainer Family in our thoughts & prayers...with sympathy from
Debbie,Bryce,Tyler & Kallie Branson

Debbie Branson - January 02 at 11:39 PM

“

Hi, My name is Ken Beauchamp and I was stationed at NAAS Chase Field (not NAS)
earlier than John must have been there. I was an AC although there was no control
tower there at that time!! Worked in a room they called "BASOPS" even though I
don't remember anyone ever trying to file a flight plan. Now that I am thinking about
that time, seems like I do remember a pilot coming in one time to file a flight plan and
I didn't know what to do!! We did have a direct line (I think) to Corpus and, I believe, I
called them and asked how we could get a flight plan filed!! Can't really remember
that much about it but Beeville itself was great. At that time, an AC didn't stand a
chance!!ha Ken Beauchamp

Ken B. - January 02 at 08:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Robert Drainer.

January 02 at 07:51 PM

“

Sorry to hear of John's passing. He was my team supervisor at Navy Chase Field, in
Beeville, Texas. When John left Navy Chase, I moved up and became team
supervisor.
I remember being on a date at the drive-in movie. John and Nina were in the car next
to us. Of course, we had no air conditioning, so we visited between cars. John and
Nina were really good people. He will be missed. LeRoy Lawson, Austin, Texas.

LeRoy Lawson - January 02 at 06:01 PM

“

I am so sorry to see Your Dad has passed away,I loved your family,I worked with Nina
years ago at Wards,a great family.
Mary Ann Menke - January 03 at 11:01 AM

“
“

Sorry to hear of your loss
Ronald Knight - January 03 at 05:34 PM

Sorry to hear of John's passing. He would always greet you with that charming smile. He
was a great guy who didn't let much get in his way of getting things done at the Jefferson
City Airport. He did a fantastic job taking care of everyone and helping build our community.
He was a man of his word, when you asked John a question you were going to get a
straight answer from him, wish there were more of his kind around.
Thank you, John, God Bless.

Thoughts are with the entire Drainer Family,
Steve Howard - January 03 at 08:03 PM

