John Franklin McMurtry
September 7, 1930 - February 19, 2018

John F. McMurtry of Columbia MO passed away peacefully on February 19th, 2018 at
1:35 PM. He was 87 years-old.
He was born on September 7, 1930 in Hickman, KY into a share cropping family in a log
cabin with no running water or electricity. He was a humble man born into humble
conditions. He graduated from Alamo High School in 1948 and served in the Korea War
with the 82nd Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 2nd Division starting in 1952. After the armistice was
signed he was stationed in Pittsburgh, PA where he met Emma Lee Linn. After a whirl
wind romance of 3 months they were married in October, 1954. They moved to Knoxville,
TN where their son James Madison (Matt) was born in 1956. They subsequently moved to
Pittsburgh, PA where daughter Melanie Maye was born in 1961 and then to Washington,
PA, where their son John Mark was born in 1962.
After 11 years of night school John graduated with a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from
the last class of Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1967, which is now known as
Carnegie Mellon University. In 1968 he purchased and operated Washington Paint and
Glass until his retirement.
Along with his wife, Emma Lee, John was an active member of the Washington County
community. He was a member of the Masons and the Church of the Covenant. He was
elected as a member of the Washington School Board for 22 years, including a year as
the President. He played an important role in facilitating the integration of the Washington
School District and the construction of the Washington Park Elementary School.
In their retirement, John and Emma Lee purchased a Woodmizer portable sawmill. They
travelled to church camps across the Allegheny Mountains, milling timber for the camps to
use in building projects. They never charged for labor or parts. They donated their time
and expenses and would always give the camps a small donation for room and board
during their stay. They also participated in mission trips to Zambia and Mexico.

In 2001, John was selected to carry the Olympic flame through the streets of Washington,
PA prior to the 2002 Winter Olympics in Utah. In 2008 they moved to Columbia, MO to be
closer to their youngest grandchildren.
John also enjoyed traveling throughout the world with his family. Highlights from his travels
include: Korean War reunions held across the US, two visits to the New York Stock
Exchange, and multiple trips to Europe including two trips to eastern Europe before the fall
of the Berlin Wall. John and Emma Lee along with John Mark and his family also toured
Iceland and the US, from Alaska to Florida, in an RV. In Florida, they witnessed two
shuttle launches and visited Walt Disney World at least 20 times, many of which he
attended enthusiastically.
John is survived by his wife of 63 yrs., Emma Lee, his brother, Bill of Rivers Junction, MI,
his children: James Madison McMurtry MD and his wife Cynthia Thomas McMurtry MD of
Richmond, VA, Melanie Maye McMurtry and her husband Allen Wagner of Austin, TX and
John Mark McMurtry MD and his wife Paula Jean McMurtry MD of Rocheport, MO.
Grandchildren: John Thomas McMurtry MD and his wife Ashley McMurtry, George Patrick
McMurtry, Alexandra Linn Buffie and her husband Tyler Buffie, Amelia Wagner, Ian
Matthew McMurtry and Shyla Elizabeth McMurtry. Great grandchildren are: Cora Lynn and
Ella Cynthia McMurtry. John’s mother and father, Gilbert and May McMurtry, his two
brothers, James and Thomas, and his sister, Dorothy, preceded him in death.
Friends will be received from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 21, 2018 at
Parker-Millard Funeral Service. The funeral service will be held on Thursday, February 22,
at 10:00 a.m. at Parker-Millard Funeral Service, followed by interment with full military
honors at the Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Jacksonville, Missouri.
The family suggests that memorial contributions be made to the Multiple Sclerosis
Foundation, or to the Wounded Warrior Project.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash St, Columbia, Mo. 65203; 573-449-4153. Condolences may be left online for
the family at www.ParkerMillard.com

Cemetery
Missouri Veterans Cemetery
1479 County Road 1675
Jacksonville, MO, 65260

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Millard Family Chapels, Inc. - March 16, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

1 file added to the album Emma Lee McMurtry

Parker-Millard Funeral Service - May 11, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

John McMurtry was a fine gentleman. John's contributions to the Washington
Community are still remembered here. Our heartfelt condolences to all the family.
Bobbi Jo and Dick Heastings

Bobbi Heastings - February 24, 2018 at 10:09 PM

“

Rachel and Tom Gladden would like to express their sincere condolences to the
family of John McMurtry. H e was a neighbor and friend for many years. His soup
came to our house several times over the many years. He was a good man who had
a wonderful wife and very special children that we watched grow into good people.
Who could ask for more in life. Wish we could be there to say all this in person.

Rachel and Tom Gladden - February 23, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

Fifty years ago as a boy growing up in Washington and a friend of Matt's, Mr
McMurtry was a role model and a great inspiration to me, He was a very early
example of a customer focused entrepreneur and community pillar of great values
and generosity. Although I did not take his advice to become an engineer, when I

encountered bumps in my career, I always thought, if only I had listened to Mr.
McMurtry....
Mark Nicholls
Mark Nicholls - February 22, 2018 at 11:01 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Franklin
McMurtry.

February 21, 2018 at 05:04 PM

“

Dear Emma Lee & Family-We are deeply saddened by the loss of John. He will be
truly missed. Please accept our condolences and know we are keeping all of you in
our thoughts and prayers.
Roy, Cheryl, Adam, & Kyle Linn

Linn Family - February 21, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

Merle and I are with you , Emma Lee and family, in thought and prayer at this sad
time.
John was a man we greatly admired and loved. We will miss him. We were blessed
to know him these last two years, sharing lunches at The Perche Creek café, visiting
their lovely home and making trips to Coyote Hill. It through our Crossing Seniors
group that we were introduced. John and Emma Lee blessed us with their obvious
love of Christ.
Sincerely,
Merle and Kathy Mielke

Merle & Kathy Mielke - February 21, 2018 at 04:27 PM

“

John Mark and Family. Really sorry to hear about your father passing. He certainly
lived a very full and full filled life. Prayers and Thoughts are with you at this difficult
time.
Todd Bales

Todd Bales - February 21, 2018 at 11:23 AM

“

Dear Mrs. McMurtry. May Our Holy Father wrap his arms around you all at this time.
Prayers for you all .

Rhonda Carney Newnham - February 21, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

To EmmaLee and your family- we are saddened to hear of the passing of John. We
are thinking of you at this sad and difficult time. You are missed here in Washington,
Emma
Lee.
Ed and Donna Canan Sukel

Donna Sukel - February 21, 2018 at 09:56 AM

“

To the entire McMurtry family--we will all remember the strong yet kind, firm but
caring man Mr. McMurtry was. All of us who knew him are saddened with his
passing, but forever better for his life among us. Know that your husband, father,
grandfather and friend was held in high regard everywhere he went. Hugs to you for
comfort and prayers for your strength through the coming days
--Bobby Gregg, one of Emma Lee's "Loves...." of East Washington Grade School.

Bob Gregg - February 21, 2018 at 07:40 AM

“

Dear Emmalee and family. We send our sympathy and prayers at the death of your
dear love, John.
Mary Ellen and Tom Hummell,Washington, Pa.

Mary Ellen Hummell - February 21, 2018 at 07:20 AM

“

Allie Buffie lit a candle in memory of John Franklin McMurtry

Allie Buffie - February 20, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of John Franklin McMurtry.

February 20, 2018 at 10:59 PM

“

John & Linda Harmon lit a candle in memory of John Franklin McMurtry

John & Linda Harmon - February 20, 2018 at 09:16 PM

