Joseph Bien
May 22, 1936 - August 5, 2019

Dr. Joseph Julius Bien, 84, of Columbia, passed away on Monday, August 5, 2019 at the
Neighborhoods.
He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on May 22, 1936 to Joseph and Mary (Adams) Bien. He
received his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Paris-Sorbonne. He was a
professor at the University of Texas-Austin, and was a Professor of Philosophy at the
University of Missouri from 1973 until 2015. He loved opera, classical music, collecting
movies and records. He served as the Course Director of the International Society of
Philosophy of Dubrovnik, Croatia.
He is survived by his wife, Francoise Bien of Columbia; a brother: Charles (Susan) Bien of
Washington D.C.; and one niece: Sarah Bien. He was preceded in death by his parents,
Joseph and Mary Bien.
A memorial service will by held at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 15, 2019 at ParkerMillard Funeral Service and Crematory. Memorial donation may be made to the
Athenaeum of Cincinnati Ohio, 6616 Beechmont Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45230.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com
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Comments

“

Francoise: Please accept our condolences and love. We were unable to attend the
service but our hearts were with you. What wonderful memories of you and Joe!
Pat and Blake Turner

Pat Turner - Yesterday at 11:22 AM

“

Joe was a true scholar and gentleman. He loved beautiful things: art, music, books,
fine food, superior spirits, refined thought. But the real love of his life was his beloved
wife Françoise, who accompanied him through triumph and suffering. My
condolences, Françoise. May you find the strength and comfort he would have
moved heaven and earth to give you.

Mary Jo Muratore - August 15 at 01:18 PM

“

Matt, Ashley, Elena and Leif Swanson purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of Joseph Bien.

Matt, Ashley, Elena and Leif Swanson - August 15 at 08:48 AM

“

Françoise, I have memories of bumping into Joe regularly in the parking lot of
Schnucks where we caught up on news, but my most vivid memories are of the visit
you and he made to Corinth just over 20 years ago. How disgusted he was with
George, who couldn't wait for dinner when they got off the train from Olympia, sitting
in the sun on a chilly January day in the plateia at Nauplion, watching those intrepid
boys jumping into the icy water on Epiphany. So many of those and later memories
seem to involve good conversation over a good meal. I know the last months have
been difficult for you and for Joe; my hope is that good memories will help to ease
your sorrow. I can't come tomorrow but my thoughts, which have turned to you many
times this week, will be with you and Joe's family.
Kathleen Slane

Kathleen Slane - August 14 at 08:58 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph Bien.

August 13 at 08:11 PM

“

Francoise,
Joe will be greatly missed. He had the ability to focus on the person with whom he
was speaking and make that person feel positive about himself or herself. When I
think of Joe, I think of you as well and of the happy times we had over the years, of
parties with good food, good wine and even better company. Words cannot express
the sorrow I feel at his passing. Condolences from Richard and Jeannette

Jeannette - August 13 at 02:31 PM

“

Nine years after leaving the Philosophy department as an All But Dissertation
student, while walking my dog on the KATY trail I saw Joe walking his dog and he
asked me, "Are you ever going to finish what you started?" I expressed some
hesitation, but Joe smiled and said, "Come on back, you'll be glad you did." Joe was
right; I didn't stop smiling for six months after I graduated. Without that brief
exchange I probably would not have come back.
Thanks Joe for sharing your wisdom and caring for your students!
May the Spirit of Love comfort you, your family, and your friends.
George Mummert '92

George Mummert - August 12 at 02:04 PM

“

I wound up in the Philosophy Department after dropping out of Law School. I count
him among the barely dozen people in this town who, I sensed, "got" me. Sure,
there's a thickly laden story encumbered with lots of history there. But I thought of
and still do think of Joe Bien as a friend, even if he wasn't so sure. I have missed him
for years.

Dave Raithel - August 11 at 07:43 PM

“

Quite frankly, Joe Bien certainly played a huge role in my life, he impacted it in only
positive ways and helped me develop into the person I am. He was extraordinary and
gifted, he was able to share those gifts and insights wonderfully. He will be missed.
Undergraduate and graduate school would not have been worthwhile without him.
Cheers Joe.

christian wise - August 11 at 06:03 PM

“

Joe was a friend of my parents George and Viele. I have fond memories of Joe
talking to me about philosophy and music encouraging me to explore. My thoughts
are with Francoise now. Thank you. Peace and love, Tom Viele.
tgviele15@hotmail.com

Thomas Viele - August 11 at 06:02 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph Bien.

August 07 at 02:35 PM

