Joseph H. Boer
January 12, 1936 - June 21, 2020

Joseph H. Boer, owner of The Blue Heron and The Potted Steer restaurants, passed away
at age 84, after a short battle with congestive heart failure, on Father’s Day, Sunday, June
21, 2020 at his home looking over the beautiful Lake of the Ozarks Missouri.
A friend recently said that we meet wonderful people in our lifetime but it is rare to meet
and know someone as unique and truly amazing as Joseph H. Boer.
At the age of 16 he attended a trade school in Holland, known in the USA as Culinary
School, and was employed for the traditional 6 months training as an apprentice in
upscale restaurants as well as a stint in Switzerland at the Hof Ragaz Spa Hotel. He was
then a Sous Chef at the Belgium Embassy in Den Haag where he prepared extraordinary
dishes for Ambassadorial celebratory functions. Joseph was later drafted in the Dutch
army where he became skilled in cooking for whole battalions of Anti-Aircraft personnel.
Holland born Joseph H. Boer, arrived in America on Christmas Day in 1956. Upon his
arrival in the US he was employed at the Wolhurst Country Club in Littleton, Colorado
where he earned $1 a day and payed $1 a day for room and board. After four months of
earning only tips he received a $100 gift from a customer. It was that generous gift that
allowed Joseph to purchase a very cheap car which he drove to Kansas City which was
the first large city east of Littleton.
It was in Kansas City that he worked at the Muelbach Hotel as a captain in the Terrace
Grill. From there he moved onto work at the Colony Steak House under his favorite
employer and adviser Ralph Gaines. While under his employment he was then inducted
into the US Army where he served 2 years. After his stint in the service he returned to The
Colony Steak House and became Manager. From here he moved on to manage the
Meadowbrook Country Club.
These progressive experiences gave him the confidence and skill needed to move to Lake
of the Ozarks where he opened his first restaurant, The Top Deck at Mai Tai. This

restaurant was located on the top floor of the then MaiTai Resort. After two and a half
years the resort bought out his lease and he moved onto a small operation on the Bagnell
Dam Strip called Lefty's Little Chef Steak House. It was here that Joseph created his
signature dish the Batterfried Lobster Tail which has followed him throughout his culinary
journey. While at Lefty's Steak House he was contacted by the owner of Westgate Lanes
in Jefferson City Missouri, an hour away from the lake, and he opened his Potted Steer
Restaurant inside the bowling alley. His waitresses wore fringed denim cowboy shirts and
wescots and had cap pistols on their belts and when a certain steak was sold, they pulled
the trigger and popped their toy guns! The Potted Steer closed in Jefferson City after two
and a half years of business. He continued at Lefty's when an opportunity then arose to
buy the Grand Glaize Cafe which he renamed The Potted Steer and subsequently ceased
operations at Lefty's on the Bagnell Dam Strip. After an extensive renovation he opened
this new restaurant on June 22, 1973. The success of the Potted Steer Restaurant
became apparent when 80 plus people would show up and stand in line outside in front of
the restaurant for the first seating which in the early days only accommodated 74 people
which became a tradition throughout its years of operation. Hand Cut Aged Steaks, fresh
trout from Troutdale Farm delivered twice weekly and of course the enormous quantities of
his Signature item The Batter Fried Lobster Tail made The Potted Steer an institution. His
signature items carried over to the Blue Heron. In 1984, the site for the Blue Heron
Restaurant became available and was the perfect setting for an elegant, romantic and
special occasion restaurant. He purchased the land and home from Glen and Alice Wood
in January 1984. In the winter months that followed an extensive remodel took place and
transformed the home into what was the Blue Heron Restaurant. This fourteen-acre site
sits majestically on the highest point above beautiful Lake Ozark.
Joseph became a US Citizen in 1961. He lived the American dream and his unique style
of advertising, menu planning and overall journey thru life was something to take notice of.
We must all be thankful knowing he touched everyone in his own personal way. A genuine
and original Trailblazer, he brought fine wining and dining to the lake when the area was
still so young and untouched. He introduced a quality and level of hospitality to the area
that has never, nor ever will be, replicated.
There is just so much to say but we will end here with a simple Dutch word, "Afscheid"
meaning Farewell and Goodbye.
A celebration of Joseph’s life will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made to the Lake Ozark Police
Department Benevolent Association, 3162 Bagnell Dam Boulevard, Lake Ozark, Missouri

65049 or the Lake Ozark Fire Department Benevolent Association, 1767 Bagnell Dam
Boulevard, Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049.
Arrangements are pending under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors,
2613 West Main Street; Jefferson City, MO 65109. (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left for the family online at www.millardfamilychapels.com

Comments

“

I just heard of Joe’s passing and am saddened beyond words. The Blue Heron has
been one of my favorite restaurants for over 30 years and I had an opportunity to get
to know Joe and spend time hearing about his life. I can sum it up by saying - what
an amazing man. Just drove by yesterday and was sad because it is closed but the
great memories brought a smile to my face. Now today to learn of Joe’s passing well, that has brought tears. May you Rest In Peace Joe. You are sorely missed.

Pamela Glaser - July 03 at 07:20 PM

“

Joe Boer was one of the most interesting and thoughtful persons we have known.
Dining at the Potted Steer and later the Blue Heron always was such a delight.
But it is our conversations with Joe that are the most memorable.
The depth of his thoughts and his historical perspectives from a complicated history
were inspiring that have left lasting memories.
Joe was someone truly special for us whom we will deeply miss.
Phill and Lori Brooks

Phil & Lori Brooks - July 01 at 11:04 PM

“

I'm so saddened to hear that Joe has passed...he was an extraordinary business
man and such a wonderful freind....I'm still so elated to have had the privilege to
decorate the interior walls, inside both his osage beach restaurants. He truly was so
compassionate with so many people and his staff...he will be sorely missed....rest in
peace joe....

Jcabl@72. Gmail - July 01 at 07:48 PM

“

So sad to here he is gone but never forgotten he was a very good hard working
businessman he always had words of wisdom to offer prayers for his family

Debbie Anderson-Barfield - June 30 at 05:56 PM

“

My girlfriend and I worked for Mr. Boer at the Potted Steer in Jefferson City 1966-67.
He was a terrific first boss and we were just 16. We had Indian costumes with fringe.
It was a great place to work and Mr Boer became a lifetime friend. Over the years we
visited Mr Boer at the Blue Heron and had dinner there on special occasions. He
always treated us like royalty and made the night special with coffee and drinks. He
was one of a kind and will be greatly missed.

Linda Bell - June 30 at 12:40 AM

“

I was sad to hear about the news of Joe's passing. As a fellow Dutchman and a 30year friend, I got to know Joe better than his mother and father ever did. We had a
long-time bond and friendship, more than most people will ever know. Joe's heart
was as big as his imaginative mind and we often bantered in great detail as to life,
business and wine.
Joe and I raised a lot of money for the American Cancer Society coordinating the
very popular ring-toss at their big annual charity events. His charity endeavors were
one-of-a-kind as he would donate Dinner-for-10 at the Blue Heron for a minimum
auction price of $2,500. If the bid price was more than $2,500 the purchaser could
pick their own wines from his extensive collection. I've been very fortunate to have
purchased a couple of these dinners for my friends in "The Wednesday Wine Club".
Thanks for all the great memories we have experienced together.
God Bless you soul Joseph!
Hans and Debra Van Geer

Hans Van Geer - June 29 at 03:58 PM

“

We are heartbroken to hear this news. Mr Boer was one of a kind. He was one of
those people you thought would be around always, Our family has the fondest
memories of celebrations at the lake - the blue heron, potted steer, mr boer, Helen
Boots Holland, Mary Kania Jung and Rachel stroschein were all central to so many
of our family milestones. RIP Mr Boer

linda carter - June 28 at 08:13 AM

