Kusum Chandrapal
October 9, 1925 - November 22, 2018

Kusum Chandrapal was born October 9, 1925, in Puttur, Karnataka, India. She passed on
Thursday, November 22, 2018.
Her memorial service will take place in Columbia, MO, at the Shanthi Mandir, 2006 Holly
Avenue, on Sunday, November 25, from 5-7 pm, followed by prasad.
Kusum was the only child of H. Gopalkrishna Rao and Sundari Bai. In 1948, she married
C. Chandrapal, a Major in the Indian Army. Together they had two children, Meera and
Ram. The family lived throughout India following army postings, but settled in Udupi, on
India’s southwestern coast, in 1963.
Trained as a teacher, Kusum devoted herself to educating orphans and underprivileged
children, and was a central figure in the local community. She was also a skilled artisan,
working chiefly in embroidery and sewing.
In 1995, after the passing of her husband, she joined her children and helped raise four
grandchildren in the United States. Always engaged with her surroundings, she quickly
found friends in the Columbia, Missouri, community, playing a pivotal role in the activities
of the Hindu Temple and Community Center (HTCC) of Mid-Missouri. She became a U.S.
citizen in 2001.
A prolific writer, Kusum contributed more than 70 articles over 40 years to local papers in
India and Missouri, as well as the nationally syndicated India Tribune. Her columns
explored the lessons of Hinduism and how they related to morality, faith, and human
nature. She had a gift for connecting current events with spiritual truths.
Kusum lived through a century of profound change. She grew up in a town without
electricity, and studied for college by the light of an oil lamp. She was a dedicated letterwriter, and easily adopted modern technology to maintain dear friendships. She had a
timeless quality, able to master any new situation.
She was a beloved daughter, wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. Her
love, kindness, and compassion made countless others feel part of her family. She carried
a strength and devotion to God that inspired all who knew her.
She is survived by her children, Meera Chandrasekhar and her husband H.R., and Ram
Chillarege and his wife Sunita; her grandchildren, Tara Chandrasekhar, Rajni
Chandrasekhar Dronamraju, Indu Chandrasekhar, and Sanjana Chillarege; her great-

grandson, Ashok Neal; and many friends. Her unforgettable spirit will continue to guide us
all.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com.

Comments

“

Meera,
So sorry for your loss. A life beautifully lived. It is easy for me to see how you were
influenced. My sincerest condolences.
Mark Ehlert

Mark Ehlert - November 26 at 06:23 PM

