Larry Edward Wilson
January 22, 1936 - January 20, 2019

Larry Edward Wilson, 82, of Columbia, passed away on January 20, 2019 at his home.
Larry was born on January 22, 1936 in Columbia, Missouri to Edward and Nellie (Colvin)
Wilson. He graduated from Hickman High School in 1953. Right after high school, he was
employed at G.T.E. as a lineman working his way up to the Dispatch Supervisor until
1982. He was employed by the University of Missouri Fire and Rescue Training Institute
from 1985 to 2010.
His passion in life was firefighting. Larry became a firefighter with the Central Missouri
Radio Squad in 1968. This was a group of CB (Citizen Band) radio club members who
banded together to provide fire protection in rural Boone County in the 1960’s. This
organization came to be known as the Boone County Volunteer Fire Department and
ultimately became the Boone County Fire Protection District. Larry served as a firefighter,
lieutenant and ultimately Station Captain of Boone County Fire Protection District Station
1. He held that position for many years until his assignment to the newly created Safety
Division as the Fire District’s Safety Officer. He managed the Safety Division for more than
20 years and was always looking out for our members by trying to improve the safety of
our operations. He was promoted to Battalion Chief in 2014. He stepped down from his
position as Safety Division Manager several years ago, but still remained active on the
Safety Committee. Lately Larry had assumed the role of Fire District historian. He set up
shop in an office at Fire District Headquarters shared with Captain John Wilke and began
to digitize Fire District photos, slides and newspaper clippings as part of a project to
develop a Fire District History Book. Larry was a very generous and compassionate man
who cared greatly for his fellow man. He spent a lot of his fire service career teaching
others. As an instructor for the Fire District and the University of Missouri Fire and Rescue
Training Institute, Larry provided the knowledge and experience that played a part in
guiding many of us. He will be truly missed by all members of the Fire District, both past
and present. He was known at “Pops” throughout the fire protection world, and was known
as “Buster” during his stock car racing days. Larry was strong in his faith and was a
deacon at the Open Door Baptist Church.

He will truly be missed by his wife: Joyce Wilson; sons: Russell (Kim) Wilson of Quincy,
Illinois, Mike (Dorothy) Wilson of Columbia, Missouri; daughters: Vickie West (Mark
Martin), Tammy (Don) Fry, of Columbia, Missouri; sister: Kathleen Kraber of Moberly,
Missouri; grandchildren: Sarah Wilson, Amanda Wilson, Blake Wilson, Adam Wilson,
Chase Wilson, Connor Wilson; great grandchild: Ben Wilson. He was preceded in death
by his parents, sons: Ronald Wilson, and Mark Wilson; grandson Sean Wilson.
Friends will be received from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 23, 2019 at
the Open Door Baptist Church, with a celebration of Larry’s life immediately following at
1:00 p.m. Interment will be at Memorial Park Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to B.C.F.P.D. Fire Fighters Relief
Fund, 2201 I-70 Drive N.W., Columbia, Missouri 65202.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash St, Columbia, Mo. 65203; 573-449-4153. Condolences may be left online for
the family at www.ParkerMillard.com
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Comments

“

Prayers to Joyce and all of Larry's family! Larry always smiled, always asked how I
was, and of course always gave me one of his famous hugs! Thank you, Larry for
service with Boone Co Fire district and your service at Open Door Baptist Church.
May you rest in the arms of our Lord. Until we meet again.....and I'll be waiting on
that hug!

Jodi Durran - January 23 at 03:36 PM

“

Judy and I send our heart filled love to surround you Joyce, and your children. Thank
you for sharing him with us in the Missouri Fire Service. Pops was the gentle giant in
my eyes, spoke softly but his words mattered. I charished his friendship to me.
Heaven better now, just as this earth was when he was with us. God Bless You all,
and may his love continue to shine upon you.
Missouri State Fire Marshal
Tim & Judy Bean

Tim Bean - January 23 at 10:20 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. God Bless Larry's family. I worked with Larry and his son
Mike during my career in telecommunications. They were always a pleasure to work
with and you could count on them to do things right! I remember one of the sayings
Larry liked to quote "What you sow so shall you reap". Very appropriate.

Gary Vogelweid - January 23 at 06:30 AM

“

I am very sorry for your loss. I had the joy of working for Larry for a relatively short
time in 1979 or thereabouts. He was a supervisor in the garage department on
Nebraska Ave. I had just bid to work outside as a repairperson and had not attended
pole climbing school at that point yet, so they put me to work in the garage until I
could attend classes. Larry was always cheerful and a joy to work with. I appreciated
the time I was able to do so. A truly kind and good person.
Sally Sappington Palmer

Sally Palmer - January 22 at 08:31 PM

“

Thinking of the family of Larry Wilson, a part of the GTE family. Special condolences
to Sarah & Ben Wilson. I met Larry’s granddaughter at Columbia United Church of
Christ in a second life after my retirement from GTE. Much love, Jean Walker

jean walker - January 22 at 12:18 PM

“

I loved this dear man. Such a joy and always made me smile when I’d see him at the
Fire district headquarters. Joyce and all his family- I’ll be praying for you as you walk
this journey.

Sherry Duckett - January 22 at 12:10 PM

“

Joyce and family, We are so sorry to hear of Larry’s passing. Your family has been so
special to us for close to 50 years. I have such wonderful memories of us being at
Prairie Grove together. You are a constant source of blessings and Larry was an
incredible man of God. May the Lord give you peace and comfort in the days ahead.
Please know you are being prayed for and loved! Rick and Kristy Leath

Kristy Leath - January 22 at 11:50 AM

“

Larry was a dependable person. Having him on a emergency call was a reassurance
that things would going to be handled as best as possible. Greg Stafford

Greg Stafford - January 22 at 11:33 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Larry Edward Wilson.

January 22 at 10:26 AM

“

We are so sorry for your families loss. Praying that fond memories, family and friends
will help you through this difficult time.
God Bless!

Jim and Deann Turner - January 21 at 08:55 PM

“

I had the pleasure of working with Larry during my time at MU. He was a great
person who had deep faith that guided him through his life. One thing that was not
mentioned in his obituary was Larry received the National Propane Council Instructor
award. This award was not given every year. Larry’s work in providing propane
training throughout Missouri on behalf of MU was legendary and there are thousands
who benefitted from his teaching. He will be missed.

Gary Wilson - January 21 at 06:17 PM

