Leo Elliott Gentry
August 12, 1943 - May 13, 2020

Leo E. Gentry, 76, of Holts Summit, passed away with his loving wife by his side, on
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis. He was born on August
12, 1943 in Louisiana, Missouri, a son of the late Leonard and Edith (Poolman) Gentry. He
was united in marriage on August 26, 1988 to Linda Hughes in Jefferson City.
Leo was a 1961 graduate of Montgomery County R-II High School where he attended
Boys’ State in 1960. He was the class president for two consecutive years and was a Boy
Scout. Leo served his country in the United States Army from 1961 to 1964. When he
returned to Missouri, he attended Central Missouri State University where he graduated
with a degree in Law Enforcement in 1968. After graduation he went on to attend the
Missouri State Highway Patrol Academy and was a graduate of the 36th recruit class in
1968.
While attending college, Leo worked as a police officer for the Sedalia Police Department.
He went on to work as a trooper on the road for the Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop
H. In 1978 he relocated to Troop F where he worked as Governors Security for Governors
Christopher Bond, Joseph Teasdale and John Ashcroft. He was a guardian of the state
until his retirement in 1994. He had a second career working for the Missouri Department
of Social Services in welfare fraud. Leo was a member of the Holts Summit Lions Club
and the American Legion.
Leo had a strong Christian faith and showed in his actions every day. He was forever a
faithful servant to all, whether it was for our Country, our State, his work for with the Lions
Club, for his friends, but mostly his service to his family. No matter how crazy the project a
family member would come up with, Leo was the first one to jump up and get started. His
grand pets will forever miss him as well as he provided the babysitting when his grandkids
or kids would abandon them with him to go play. If he wasn’t busy fixing something,
making something for the family or saving us from crazy ideas we would come up with,
you would find him attending his grandchildren’s’ functions, fishing, watching baseball,
playing cards, going to a casino, wood working or watching his beloved favorite John

Wayne movies. His favorite thing to say when asked how he was doing is “I’m doing better
than I was, when I wasn’t doing very well”.
Along with his wife of 32 years, Linda, he is survived by his sons: Kelly Hughes (Debbie)
and Casey Hughes (Angel); daughters: Meg Ponder (Rocky) and Becki Wiggins (Kevin);
sister: Nancy Zaagsma; sister-in-law: Sue Gentry; grandchildren: Kyle Hughes, Haley
Hughes, Alec Hughes, Marisa Hughes, Hayden Rockers, Sam Ponder, Noah Rockers,
Grant Rockers and Miles Rockers; great-grandchildren: Mia Bartlett, Lincoln Hughes,
Dylan Bartlett, Maisy Martin, River Rockers, Hadlei Rockers, and James Leo Rockers. He
was preceded in death by his parents, son: Devin Hughes and brother: Bill Gentry.
Graveside services with full military honors will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 6,
2020 at Hawthorn Memorial Gardens. The funeral procession will depart Houser-Millard
Funeral Home at 10:45 a.m. escorted by the Missouri State Highway Patrol, Jefferson City
Police Department and Jefferson City Fire Department. The public is welcome to join the
procession. A celebration of Leo’s life will be held immediately following services at the
Memorial Park Pavilion in Jefferson City.
Expressions of sympathy may be made to the Eye Bank or the Holts Summit Lions Club.
Arrangements are Pending and are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral
Directors, 2613 West Main Street; Jefferson City, MO 65109. (573) 636-3838.
Condolences may be left for the family online at www.millardfamilychapels.com
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Comments

“

Dearest Linda and Family, I’m so sorry that Leo had to leave so soon. I’m so very
sorry. My heart is very sad. Leo was a beautiful person, a wonderful family man, a
true friend to everyone. He served our country so bravely in the military, and the
Missouri State Highway Patrol. He was a protector, a servant, he loved helping
anyone in need. Sending my most heartfelt sympathy and love. I pray God will walk
beside each one of you as you walk through the days ahead. With love and prayers,
Lynne Thompson

Lynne Thompson - 7 hours ago

“

I met Leo in 1999 during my time with the Missouri Division of Legal Services. Leo
was a supervisor in Jefferson City and each time I came to Jefferson City we shared
a lot of good times. After being promoted to a supervisor, Leo and I became very
close and talked daily. We met in St. Louis several times for meetings and when I
would go to Jefferson City we would always get together. Leo visited me and my
family several times through out the years and even after he retired, we kept in
contact sharing calls for holidays. I am proud to have worked and been friends with
Leo, he was a great mentor to me and his friendship and kindness will be truly
missed. B. Stokes

Bill Stokes - Yesterday at 09:19 AM

“

MSHP Communications Division purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a
beautiful soul...' for the family of Leo Elliott Gentry.

MSHP Communications Division - June 02 at 02:24 PM

“

I met Leo when he was first assigned to Troop H in the late 60's and we became
friends. He was a fine man and a good friend. My condolences to huis family. He will
be missed.
Bob Hanson

Bob Hanson - May 24 at 06:21 PM

“

Thank you Bob. We are sure going to miss him!
- Meg
Meg Ponder - May 27 at 06:53 PM

“

I enjoyed working with Leo for many years. He had a great sense of humor and was
a good friend to all of us on the Capitol Police detail.
Gerry Tellman

Gerry Tellman - May 22 at 05:33 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Leo Elliott Gentry.

May 21 at 06:07 PM

“

Leo was my supervisor at the Patrol and I enjoyed working for him. He was a good,
kind, fair man and had a good sense of humor. I was sorry to hear of his passing. My
sincere sympathy to Linda and his family.

CAROL FELTROP - May 21 at 10:20 AM

“

SafetyNet Executive Board purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Leo
Elliott Gentry.

SafetyNet Executive Board - May 20 at 05:50 PM

“

Linda and Family So sorry to hear of Leo's passing, he was a great man and loved his family. You and
Leo were always there listening to us play music and lend a helping hand. He will be
greatly missed, but heaven got a little brighter. Prayers for your family.

Vicki Hutson - May 17 at 06:12 PM

“

My brother, Wayne Weldon, and I grew up on a farm near Montgomery City and
Wayne and Leo were classmates, graduating from MC R-II in 1961. As kids, we used
to visit our grandmother in Montgomery who lived about 3 blocks north of where the
Gentry's lived. We had many occasions when we passed the Gentry house on our
way to the corner market nearby to get something. Later in life, when Wayne and Leo
both lived with their families in Jefferson City, they started getting together and
became very good friends. In 2012, I invited some friends from the class of 1962 to a
small gathering at a condo at Lake of the Ozarks and Leo and Wayne of the class of
1961 also came together to visit with us. My thanks to Leo for being a lifelong friend
to my brother.

Rex Weldon - May 17 at 02:34 PM

“

We were Savannah neighbors and friends many years ago. We still have many
memories of our fun times together. Leo was always a great guy to be around.
Our condolences to all of his family and friends.
Steve & Sheila Neuroth, Fort Worth, Texas

Steve & Sheila Neuroth - May 17 at 01:16 PM

“

“

Thank you!
Meg Ponder - May 27 at 06:57 PM

I am so sorry to hear about Leo. Linda and family, your are in my thoughts and
prayers. Bonnie Ricks

Bonnie Ricks - May 17 at 01:14 PM

“

Sorry for your loss

J Baldwin Masters - May 16 at 07:31 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Leo's passing. Enjoying working with Leo during our time in the
Governor's Security Division............Condolences to his family

Gary Hurt - May 16 at 12:09 PM

“

Linda and family, I am so sorry to learn of Leo's passing. He became my friend
during his time with the Governor's Security detail, and we remained such after. You
all are in my thoughts and prayers.
Pam Brauner

Pam Brauner - May 16 at 11:50 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Meg Ponder - May 16 at 10:26 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Meg Ponder - May 16 at 10:22 AM

“

I enjoyed Leo’s company and spent hours talking with him as he worked the desk at Troop
F. So sorry to hear of his passing. Mike Stone
Mile Stone - May 17 at 10:03 PM

“

Leo was a great classmate and friend. Everyone respected and admired him, he will
be missed by all who knew him. I don't know his family, my condolences to them.
Sharon Schraer Rice

Sharon Rice - May 16 at 09:38 AM

“

Linda and family
I am so sorry for your loss, Leo was a very kind man and I know he will be greatly
missed by all. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Chuck and Starla Turner

Starla Turner - May 15 at 11:07 PM

