Lola Jean Southall
December 10, 1926 - January 26, 2019

Lola Rose Southall, 92, former social worker for the Missouri Family Services, died of
natural causes on Saturday, Jan 26, 2019, in Columbia, Missouri. Her husband, Carey
Southall predeceased her in 2009.
Lola Southall was a woman of contradictions: Quirky yet proper, anti-establishment yet
keeper of tradition, houseproud yet disinterested in housework, roadtrip devotee yet a
terrible driver. She loved to travel, and loved to get-lost-on-purpose. Her work as a social
worker took her into rural Missouri’s highways and byways where she came to know and
love unique hideaway cafes and shops. Endlessly curious, she was a voracious reader
who could gobble up a tome on Russian history as easily as an Agatha Christie. She was
passionate about art, theater, history, Buddhism, travel, and poetry.
Her friends often marveled how Lola always seemed to have a guardian angel on her
shoulder who would rescue her whenever she was lost, stuck in a snowbank, stranded by
weather in Chicago, and even allow her to fly without identification.
Lola attended Ohio State University, and got her masters degree at University of Florida,
where she met Carey Southall whom she married in 1948. As a young social worker in the
segregated south, Lola saw horrible poverty and inequity which she documented in
compelling essays. She recently commented that she was grateful that she had witnessed
so many good changes in society over her lifetime.
An ardent traveler, she and Carey visited 41 countries, all the World’s Fairs in the US, all
the major national parks, and countless visits to NYC where all three children lived at one
time or another. Family vacations in Estes Park, CO and Manasota Key, FL were an
annual highlight for the family.
She was a prolific journal-keeper, letter writer, and hysterically funny observer of
humankind. Lola was an avid participant in local organizations, including the YWCA and
the Fortnightly Club. Always a history buff, she was thrilled to serve on the Bicentennial

Commission. She and groups of friends formed eating clubs, which endured for decades.
She often combined her love of travel, learning, and meeting new people through
Elderhostel and other work/study trips.
People described her as vibrant, unique and curious, always engaging and “being in her
presence made you feel alive.”
Lola Jean Rose Southall is survived by her children and their families: Daughter Carole
Southall (Hermon Telyan) of Wilton, CT, son Tom Southall, of Columbia, and daughter, Dr.
Kathy Southall (Rich Murray), of Wyckoff, NJ, and grandchildren Taylor, age 30, NYC;
Harrison, age 27, Nairobi, Kenya; and Christian age 26, San Francisco.
Lola Southall believed, “when you’re gone, you’re gone” and had no real desire to have a
gathering to celebrate her life. However, a small group of family and friends will gather in
the coming weeks to share memories. Her family welcomes any memories and
anecdotes; send to daughters Carole or Kathy carolesouthall@gmail or
kathysouthall@gmail
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203. Condolences may be left online for the
family at www.parkermillard.com

Comments

“

Lola and Cary Southall were long-time neighbors and valued friends of ours in
Columbia. When our daughters were young children we had many pleasant visits at
the Southall home where Lola and Cary were were always very kind to the two girls.
Along with Jack and Dorothy Beckett we had many delightful gatherings with the
Southalls at our homes and various restaurants for many years. Lola was a delightful
person to know, cheerful, funny, and a good conversationalist. Carole, thanks for
keeping us informed about your mother on Facebook after she went to Lenoir. Anne
and I have happy memories of a wonderful friend and wish the family all the best in
the future. Stanley and Anne Manahan

Stanley Manahan - February 06 at 11:48 AM

“

My condolences to your family on the loss of your Mother Lola. Kathy I know you will
miss her and pray the God brings you peach and comfort knowing she is with Him
and watching over you now.
Your Friend,
Christine Lessinger

Christine Lessinger - February 03 at 04:01 PM

“

My condolences to all of the family. I only met Lola a few times and was taken by her
sweetness and softness and the beautiful look in her eyes. I felt her as a loving and
accepting person. I wish I had known her in her younger years and I'll miss seeing
her at holidays.
Rich Murray

Rich Murray - February 02 at 04:27 PM

“

I am so happy I was able to track down Lola, a 3rd cousin in my Gordon family tree,
several years ago and discover more about our family connections. I continue to
pursue those unknowns about her grandfather Charles and add that information to
her branch of life. I enjoyed following her on Facebook and will miss her smiling face.

Terri Calascibetta - February 02 at 03:20 PM

“

Carey & Lola were neighbors, friends, University of Missouri colleagues, and fellow
members of Missouri United Methodist Church. They were always interested in our
children as they were growing up, and just wonderful people all around. We are so
glad to have been a small part of their lives. Our condolences to all who loved Lola.
Mark Smith and Lois Huneycutt

Lois Huneycutt - February 02 at 10:25 AM

“

I had the pleasure to know Lola very briefly recently. She was one of my mom's
neighbors at Lenoir Woods. Although very hard of hearing, she seemed to love
conversations and getting to know others. A couple of weeks ago during lunch,
somehow the topic of songs came up. Lola wasn't hearing things too clearly, so I
walked up to her, leaned close to her ear, and started singing loudly the song
lyrics..."Whatever Lola wants...Lola gets..." She looked at me, beamed with a bright
smile, and said "Oh, I love that song!" What a sweet gal and a terrific life she had.
Jeanette Mummert

Jeanette Mummert - February 02 at 09:01 AM

“

Lola was always such a gracious lady, kind and gentle. She will be missed.
All my sympathies to Kathy and Lola's whole family.
Jackie Shupe

Jackie Shupe - January 29 at 03:45 PM

