Mable Christine Grimes
December 6, 1943 - January 31, 2019

Mable Christine Grimes, 75, of Columbia, passed away on January 31, 2019 at her home.
A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.
Mable was born on December 6, 1943 in Malden, Missouri, in the state’s Boot Heel region
to the late Albert and Anna Mae (Turner) Jones. She graduated from Malden High School,
enrolled at Mizzou in 1961, and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 1965, a Master of
Science degree in 1968, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1976.
Mable was employed at the University of Missouri with MU Extension for 37 years before
retiring. She also served as a volunteer for ParentLink, a program operating out of the
College of Education.
She was a member of the Black Alumni Organization’s first executive committee and
wrote the preface to the 1994 publication titled “The African-American Experience at the
University of Missouri: 1950 – 1994,” which chronicled the history of the Black student
experience on campus. She was a charter member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Delta Tau chapter and a graduate member of the sorority’s Kappa Chi Omega chapter. In
2014, she was recognized by the sorority as a Golden Soror for fifty years of service. Dr.
Grimes was also a member of the National Association for the Education of Young
children, the American Home Economics Association, and the Association of Women
Students.
Mable enjoyed reading, cooking, and dramatic storytelling. She was a member of Second
Baptist Church.
She is survived by her husband, James Grimes of Columbia; her son Ori Brandon Jones
Grimes of Columbia; special cousins: Irene Williams (Jerry), and Pearl Hudson (James)
both of Chicago; sisters-in-law: Eleanor Goines (Joe) from St. Louis, Carol Weeden of
Indianapolis, Indiana, Eartha Grimes of Jackson, Tennessee, Selena Grimes of Cordova,

Tennessee and Denise Grimes of Jackson, Tennessee; and many cousins, nieces, and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, and a half-sister Elouise Jones.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, Condolences may be left online for the family at
www.ParkerMillard.com

Comments

“

I'm sorry to hear the sad news of Mabel's passing. I also worked in MU Extension
and appreciated her good spirit. She had many friends and made a difference to
many people. My sympathies to your family, Ruth Tofle

Ruth Tofle - 19 hours ago

“

Mable always lit up the room with her enthusiasm, wit, and laughter. Mable was
genuine - perhaps the highest compliment one can give.

Cynthia, an Extension colleague - February 12 at 04:54 PM

“

I was very sad to learn that Mabel had passed. My husband and I have known her for
40 plus years. My deepest sympathy to her son and to all of Mabel's family. May she
rest in peace.

Susan Elder' - February 12 at 03:50 AM

“

Mable has earned extra jewels in her crown in heaven. Few people have the ability
and persistence to rise from humble beginnings to such educational heights. She
never forgot her roots & worked tirelessly to assist others in their efforts toward
successful lives.
I remember many instances of her contributions to the projects supported by Altrusa
International of Columbia, MO over the years. She was a marvelous storyteller who
enriched our programs in many ways. Her dry wit and quiet humor will always be
remembered.

My condolences to her husband and son. She was one rare lady.

Gloria Crull

Gloria - February 11 at 05:05 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Mable. I have so many positive memories
of her as a roommate at Johnston Hall; her grace while attending Mizzou at a
challenging time; Mable's leadership in several campus activities; joining with her as
a soror and Charter member of Delta Tau Chapter; her wisdom on how to handle a
myriad of situations, and her calmness under pressure. I was honored to have her as
one of my bridesmaids and to also be a bridesmaid in her wedding. I recall her
supportive and nurturing relationship with her mom and cousins Pearl and Irene. She
was a special person, who knew no strangers and always had a "lively tidbit" of
information to share. Mable was fun. She was a mentor to many; a friend to many;
and unforgettable. God bless her family, friends and Godspeed as her journey in
God's loving arms begins.
Peggye Hill Mezile

Peggye Mezile - February 10 at 06:43 PM

“

Mable was a wonderful lady. She was a 4-H friend and colleague of mine for many
years. Always had a smile and I loved her laugh. Great storyteller. I learned a lot from
Mable and always enjoyed talking with her.
John Nickler

John Nickler - February 10 at 02:33 PM

“

Mabel was a beautiful soul. I was blessed to hear her minister through poetry. We
are both from Malden, Missouri and our families attended the same church. May
Jesus Christ bring comfort and peace to her family's life. Rest in the arms of Jesus
Christ!

Mary Ann Pulley - February 09 at 12:22 PM

“

Loved her wisdom, smile and sense of humor. She was an original, for sure! God’s
peace to all her family.

Carol Parmenter - February 08 at 07:36 PM

“

RIP Mabel..... thank you for sharing your talent and wisdom with others.

Valerie Shaw - February 08 at 06:49 PM

“

Condolences to the Grimes family. I pause to honor a life of giving well lived. KC
Morrison

KC Morrison - February 08 at 11:11 AM

“

An incredible smart and beautiful lady who brought joy to so many. You’ll be sorely
missed. Our sincerest condolences to the family. Shawn and Regina May

Regina May - February 08 at 08:40 AM

“

Darlene Dixon lit a candle in memory of Mable Christine Grimes

Darlene Dixon - February 07 at 10:31 AM

“

Rest well Soror Grimes! Thank you for the love and support you’ve shown to all of
your Mizzou babies through the years! Your beautiful smile and contagious laugh will
always be remembered. Your legacy shall forever live on!
Sincerely, Dr. Stephanie E. Berry
#mizzougrad #kappachiomega

Dr. Stephanie E. Berry - February 07 at 06:53 AM

