Mary Virginia Morgan
June 1, 1920 - February 27, 2019

Mary Virginia (Gina) Morgan passed away on February 27, 2019 in Columbia, Missouri at
age 98. She was born on June 1, 1920 in Pittsburg, Kansas to Oscar James Hubert and
Bennie Meacham Hubert. She attended the public schools in Pittsburg and graduated in
1940 from Pittsburg (Kansas) State University. She taught kindergarten in Pittsburg and
later in Columbia, Missouri.
She married Jack W. Morgan in 1942. In 1957 they moved to Columbia, Missouri where
her husband was Assistant Dean in the College of Engineering. He passed away in 1987.
She received her Master’s Degree from the University of Missouri and taught in the
College of Education for 29 years. She was honored by the College of Education as an
outstanding teacher and advisor and received an outstanding alumni award. She was
advisor for the Association for Childhood Education student group. When she retired in
1985, her students established a scholarship in her name. Following retirement, she
volunteered as a student advisor and mentor. She was an active member of the First
Presbyterian Church. She belonged to Pi Lambda Theta, Delta Kappa Gamma, the
Association for Childhood Education and Kings Daughters. She was a huge fan of Mizzou
Tiger football and basketball and held seasons tickets in both sports for 50 years.
Mary Virginia Morgan was the definition of a teacher. From her early years as a
kindergarten teacher to her many years as a University of Missouri professor she loved
making a difference. She was a career woman long before many women ever attended
college. She was a shining example of dedication to the pursuit of teaching by example.
She loved her family deeply, especially her 4 great grandchildren Kate, Anna, Claire and
Jack and they loved her. They especially loved looking through her high school and
college yearbooks and seeing her as a beautiful young woman and her equally handsome
husband Jack. It is a gift to them that she lived to be 98 so they will always remember her.
Her family will greatly miss her but will always be grateful for all the wonderful memories
she has left with them.
In 2000, she married G. Robert Gadberry who passed away in 2016. She is survived by

one son Jack H. Morgan and wife Debbie of Columbia, MO; three grandchildren Stacey
Lucas and husband Chris of Leawood, KS, Jay Morgan and wife Beth of Lake St. Louis,
MO, and William Morgan of Columbia, MO; four great grandchildren Kate and Claire
Lucas and Anna and Jack Morgan; step-daughters Marcia Shideler and Dee Martz. Her
sister Claire Lucille Kelly, her brother Oscar (Buddy) Hubert and her parents predeceased
her.
She was buried in a private graveside service in Pittsburg, KS on March 6, 2019. Funeral
Services were provided by Parker Millard of Columbia, MO. Memorial gifts may be made
to the Mary Virginia Morgan Scholarship Fund in the College of Education, University of
Missouri Columbia.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.parkermillard.com

Comments

“

Dr. Morgan was my 4 year old kindergarten teacher 45 years ago. Even after all
these years I remember that she always had such a kind face. One day I went up
and asked her if she had some old high heeled shoes that she didn't need anymore,
because I would like to have some high heeled shoes to play with. I explained to her
that my mother did not have any high heeled shoes for us to play with. I have no idea
what Dr. Morgan thought of this 4 yr old child who kept asking her about these shoes,
but a little while later she showed up with a brown paper bag that she handed me
after class, filled with some of her old high heeled shoes. My dad was not happy that
I had asked for old shoes, and Dr. Morgan quickly stepped in and assured my dad
that she had just had these old shoes at home and just thought I might like them
(really kind the way she covered for me).
I was in absolute heaven to get those shoes. My sisters and I played dress up with
those shoes till I think we wore them out. It was one of the most wonderful gifts, and
really reflects the type of generosity the Dr. Morgan demonstrated to the children in
her classes.
My dad would update me over the years on what Dr. Morgan was doing, but I had not
heard in a while. Her photo here looks exactly like I remember her looking.
Kind Regards to the Morgan family during their loss. Julia Snethen

Julia Snethen - March 12 at 11:01 PM

“

“

Correction, if was 55 years ago that Dr. Morgan was my teacher.
Julia Snethen - March 12 at 11:04 PM

I had Mrs. Morgan for 4 year old kindergarten at university lab school. I would never
drink my milk... and even when I would see her as a grown adult with my own
daughter she would tease me about this. I have the fondest memories of her and her
beautiful smile and hairdo. That was that all teachers should look like (even if my
memory is from 1967)
I will never forget her
Ellen (Stewart) Butler

Ellen Butler - March 11 at 03:26 PM

