Michael Fayette
February 1, 1962 - November 2, 2019

Michael J. (Mike) Fayette, aged 57 of Columbia, MO died Saturday, November 2, 2019
after battling a long fight with a rare disease. Luckily for Mike, he didn’t battle alone – he
had his beautiful and loving wife, Libby and his smart and successful children, Zach
(Brittany), Kala (Josh), Katie and Harrison who had his back, and were by his side. And for
that, he was truly lucky, and truly grateful. Mike (Poppy) also had Beau, Luci and Brody
who made his life truly complete. He loved them all so very much!
Born 1962 in Paris, Tennessee, Mike was the last of several children born to Albert (Arky)
and June, and was definitely his Dad’s favorite. Yes. Yes he was. Was too…
Mike spent over 30 years in service to our country as a member of the United States
Armed Forces, participating in many leadership roles both in the U.S. and abroad, multiple
combat deployments overseas, and witnessing the best and the worst of humanity. Mike
led a full and well-lived life, and would bug the crap out of anyone who would listen to him
talk about it.
Mike had many friends, mostly Type-A comedian-wannabes like himself, and he enjoyed
dry humor, over-tipping in restaurants, a good rare steak, and any movie featuring Bill
Murray. Mike’s passion was for fellow veterans, and he was proud of the fact that he was
able to know many “no shit heroes.” Mike had immense respect for the men and women
who were willing to serve something greater than themselves. Mike used to say that it’s
the Soldier’s job to fight the wars the politicians and bureaucrats are too afraid to fight.
And he was right. Yes. Yes he was. Was too…
He was preceded in death by some family members, those related by blood and those
related by shared experiences, as well as his beloved Max, Chloe, Ranger and Lucy.
There were some others who died before him, but Mike’s memory was shot and if you
asked him, he couldn’t tell you about them.
After the military, Mike served on a National Board of Directors for a large Veterans

Service Organization, served as a mentor with Veterans Treatment Courts, helped write
national legislation supporting veteran offenders, founded a veterans non-profit charity,
started a global defense and space contracting company, and wrote some things. Also,
Mike reminds everyone to stop emailing him now, and put down the damn phone and read
a book, why don’t you.
Upon his request, he will be cremated, and a memorial service may happen in the future.
Whether it does or not, Mike would want you to reflect upon a quote attributed to Job, a
man widely written about in the Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
“Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart.” (Now try and get THAT
image out of your head!)
In the future, for those of you who wish to visit his headstone, you’ll immediately recognize
it by his last words, “See, I told you I was sick!”
By his own admission Mike leaves this world with only one regret - that he only found true
love in the latter part of his life. In lieu of flowers, save your money.
Burial with full military honors will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, November 15, 2019 at the
Missouri Veterans Cemetery Jacksonville.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com

Cemetery
Missouri Veterans Cemetery
1479 County Road 1675
Jacksonville, MO, 65260

Comments

“

I first met Mike at the 205th Military Police Unity in Kansas City. I was new to the
Army, having served on Active Duty in the Navy. Mike and I struck up a great
friendship from the beginning. After about 7 months in the Unit, Mike told me he was
going to go to OCS and that I should apply. I did, somehow passed the test and off to
OCS we went. Mike and myself did a lot of shenanigans. He was the instigator
(brains of the operation), I executed the plan. If all went well, we laughed our butts
off. If it didn't go well, I did pushups. Our friendship continued to grow and so did the
laughter.
Mike was a great inspiration in my new Army career. I'm glad God brought him in my
life. We were just two young Soldiers wanting to give our all to the Army. Mike's
career accomplishments was a testament to who he was as a person. He will always
be my OCS Buddy.
My sincere condolences to the Fayette family. May God rest his sole.
Respectfully,
1LT/MSG Louie W. Brinkoetter Jr.
Rangers Lead the Way

Louie W. Brinkoetter Jr - 12 hours ago

“

“

May God rest his Soul. Louie Brinkoetter
Louie W. Brinkoetter Jr - 12 hours ago

I will always remember Mike's quick wit and humor in almost any situation. I had not
talked to Mike in many years but always thought about him. Sorry for your loss and
may he rest in peace.
David Polston

David Polston - Yesterday at 05:52 PM

“

at a very trying time in my life and my daughter had lost my first grandbaby Mike
gathered the troops and raised dollars to help them with expenses. I will never forget
his generously gody bless RIP Mike.
Bennie Morrow

ben morrow - November 12 at 10:28 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the family. May he rest in eternal peace. Christina Case

Christina V Case - November 07 at 09:34 PM

“

Prayers for the Fayette family. I had the pleasure of working at the MONG and
knowing Mike for many years. His humor was wonderful. May your family be
surrounded with peace & many happy memories fill your hearts.

Denise Tyler - November 07 at 08:36 PM

“

Libby, Mike will always have a special place in our hearts. He was a true example of
the citizen soldier. Honor, duty, and love of country weren't just words to him.
We can't tell you how happy we were when you became our neighbors. Mike
enriiched our lives and always could bring out a smile no matter how dark things
might look. We always looked forward to his wry sense of humor and that sometimes
s--t eatin' grin he would display. Kind of made you think there was always something
he knew that you didn't. Which was most likely true.
Know that you and the rest of his family (especially the grandkids) brought him joy
and contentment in his last days and he would tell us of the love he felt for all of you.
We were blessed with his friendship and can find consolation that the pain he
endured from his injuries and illness is finally gone.
All our love,
Larry and Kathy

Larry Schoenberg - November 07 at 01:48 PM

“

We loved getting to know you and your family and you truly enriched the lives of
those you met, especially my parents when you lived next door. It was an honor to
have known you and hear your stories and you will be missed so much. Rest In
Peace.
All our Love,
Leo, Lani, Elijah, Luci, and Emi

Alana Calderon - November 07 at 12:47 PM

“

We sure loved you, Mike. John would say you had forgotten more than most would
ever know! And yes, you were sick ... and through it all you found a way to cherish
life and the lives of so many who you guided through many phone conversations and
lunches. John enjoyed those and will miss the ones you were planning when it got
warmer. I will miss you too, my friend, for you are and always will be remembered as
a warrior, husband, father, friend and a man of integrity. Pat and John

Pat Rowe Kerr - November 06 at 10:13 PM

“

I'm saddened by the loss of great warrior, and a friend. I hadn't seen much of Mike in
recent years...too busy with life's stupid shit.
Libby, and family, please know that we all grieve for your loss. He is Home now...he
is cured.
Mike.....until we meet in Valhalla, Brother.

Michael Marsden - November 06 at 11:43 AM

“

If he didn't write this himself, he should have.
Catch you on the flip side, brother.

A J Probst - November 06 at 11:24 AM

“

Anyone who crossed Mike’s path, left with a Fayette memory. Many of which would
only do it justice over a drink. I and my Family had the honor of sharing many
memories with him in his early military life and we became great friends. Our careers
took us different directions, as with all military families he will always be my brother.
Our daughters baby sat Zach and fell in love with his southern drawl and his
manners were that of a little gentleman. One of the last times I saw Mike, Harrison
was 5 or 6 years old and he was teaching Harrison drill and ceremonies and
honestly, he was better than a lot of soldiers I served with. Libby, I only met you once
but knew immediately that Mike had found the partner he’d had been looking for all
his life and I could tell that although not biologically his, your daughters were his and
that he loved you all very much. It is with much sadness that I write this and know
that Darla, the girls and I send our sincerest condolences and pray Gods arms will
hold you and yours through this sad time.

John Wright - November 06 at 11:20 AM

“

Libby, I cannot express how deep of a loss Mike's passing is for all of us. We severed
together for many years as he was always a true friend and mentor. He brightened
our days with his wit and wisdom while shining a light to a new path in every
situation. He will always be a hero to many of us and will be missed but not forgotten.

Will Johnson - November 05 at 09:10 PM

“

Mike was always the smartest guy in the room. Loved his sense of humor. He was a rock
star on my leadership staff at the 835th CSB. A lot of brain power just left the room. Sad.
Very sad.
Steve Vanderhoof - November 06 at 09:48 AM

“

Libby, Mike was a wonderful patriot, hero, and friend. I'll miss him as will scores of others.
Love to you, the family, and to Mike's faithful service dog Whiskey.
Rebecca Johnson - November 06 at 11:13 AM

“

I always loved talking with Mike...he had so many great stories, and was just so full of life
and love. His place in the world will be missed. He was an excellent man.
Mindy - November 06 at 07:14 PM

“

I knew Mike through the Missouri National Guard, he was always so friendly, would help
anyone who needed it, and that sense of humor!!!! He was a wonderful person. God Bless
you Mike, you will be missed by many.
Patty LeComte - November 08 at 08:55 AM

“

My condolences to Mikes family. He was always very pleasant too talk with. Very caring.
God bless and keep you in his arms.
Deborah Lenger - November 09 at 10:18 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear about Mike's passing I always liked visiting with Mike, as he was briefly a
neighbor in Thornbrook. The obit was a real gem. Did he write it? Hugs to Libbie, Katie and
Harrison. Karen P. Myers
Karen P. Myers - November 12 at 12:07 AM

“

How can I put into words the impact Mike had on our lives? All I can say is - I wasn't ready
to let him go!
Mikey was incredibly instrumental in assisting me through a struggle 20 years ago. He
brought justice and common sense to my situation, and we were friends ever since! Who
could know him and not love him! He was a compassionate warrior, the epitome of a true
friend.
Libbie, Harrison, and Katie we are praying for you and your family - every day!
We lost touch with him over the last few years, but we were always searching...now I know
where he is.
Tracy Amos - November 12 at 12:18 PM

