Richard "Dick" Edward Caplinger
September 23, 1933 - April 15, 2019

Richard Edward “Dick” Caplinger passed away April 15, 2019, after a long battle with
Parkinson’s Disease. Dick was born on September 23, 1933, in Jefferson City to Dorothy
Schwartz Caplinger and Boyd Washington “Bus” Caplinger.
He attended Schumate Chapel School through eighth grade and graduated from Jefferson
City High School in 1951, whereupon he joined the United States Marine Corps with the
intention of participating in the Korean War. He mustered out at the end of the conflict
without serving abroad, but with the knowledge and pride that comes with being a U.S.
Marine (Semper Fidelis). Upon his return to Jefferson City, he attended Jefferson City
Junior College and the University of Missouri, graduating from the latter with a degree in
business. He joined his father at Caplinger and Sim’s Clothing for Men. With his wife and
business partner, MaryAnn Perdue Caplinger, to whom he was married on May 15, 1964,
Dick eventually bought the business. In 1996, they sold Caplinger’s Clothing for Men, Inc.
and retired to travel extensively and care for their family. In 2012, he was preceded in
death by both MaryAnn and his brother, Bill. For the entirety of his life, Dick was an active
member of First Presbyterian Church where he served as a Deacon, Elder, Treasurer,
Sunday School teacher and choir member and attended services regularly until prevented
by his failing health. In addition to his church, Dick served as a Lieutenant in the American
Legion Police during the 1970s, and was active in the Downtown Business Association
and the Jefferson City Chamber of Commerce, serving as president of both organizations.
He was also on the Board of Directors of City National Savings & Loan, Capital Projects
(Sheltered Workshop), and the Church Development Corporation. As founding members
of the Historic City of Jefferson, he and MaryAnn earned several awards for their work in
preservation including the Gregory Stockard Award and the Preservation Pioneer Award.
They were also active in the local St. Andrew’s Society, of which they were founding
members.
Dick is survived by his children, Mark and Ruthie, and their spouses Stacey and Kent and
four grandchildren: Hollie, George, Andrew, and Emma

Friends will be received from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 27, 2019, at First
Presbyterian Church. Funeral Service will follow immediately at 3:00 p.m. with Rev. Dr.
David Henry officiating. Interment will follow at Riverview Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the First Presbyterian Church Food Pantry,
helping those in need.
Arrangements are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left online for the family at www.millardfamilychapels.com.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

First Presbyterian Church
324 Madison St., Jefferson City, MO, US, 65101
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Funeral Service

03:00PM

First Presbyterian Church
324 Madison St., Jefferson City, MO, US, 65101
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Burial
Riverview Cemetery
2600 West Main Street, Jefferson City, MO, US, 65109

Comments

“

Sorry to hear from best friend has passed. We definitely had an exciting time in our
senior year of high school. Unfortunately we More or less parted ways after that. I
have often thought I should have stuck with him and Pete Jones and gone in the
marines and then to MU like he did, but who knows, I had a good life and I think he
did. My best to his remaining family. Charlie Hackman

Charlie Hackman - May 24 at 07:44 PM

“

We are blessed to have known and worshiped with Dick and Mary Ann. Our hearts
and prayers are with you.
Les & Brenda Hancock

Les Hancock - April 27 at 03:12 PM

“

Sympathy to the family of Dick Caplinger. Dick and Mary Ann were such good friends
to my parents Charles and Anna Guest. If they needed anything Dick and Mary Ann
were
always ready to help. They were the perfect example of a Christian couple.
Jenny Guest Blackburn

Jenny Blackburn - April 26 at 09:57 PM

“

Mark Ruthie and Family are thoughts an prayers go out to you on the passing of Dick
I worked with you dad and mom for many years at the store the were the kindest
people and i considered them friends for many years he will be missed. Harold
Rankin

Harold Rankin - April 26 at 08:51 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Kimberly Ann Caplinger - April 25 at 11:39 PM

“

Such wonderful memories of Uncle Dick and Aunt MaryAnn! Always such gracious
hosts and tour guides on our summer visits! I always fondly remember sleeping up in
Ruthie's room and all those yummy BBQ's on the back deck above the river ! I found
and attached a pic of just such a BBQ, plus my dad and Uncle DIck as young boys:-)

Kimberly Ann Caplinger - April 25 at 11:38 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Edward
Caplinger.

April 25 at 08:44 PM

“

Mike T. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Richard "Dick" Edward
Caplinger.

Mike T. - April 25 at 07:09 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Edward
Caplinger.

April 25 at 03:01 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Edward Caplinger.

April 24 at 04:00 PM

“

Ruthie, you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers! We offer our
condolences to you for the passing of your beloved father. James & Julie Hentges

Julie Hentges - April 23 at 12:11 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Richard "Dick" Edward
Caplinger.

April 22 at 09:01 AM

“

Mark and Ruthie, please accept my sincere condolences.

Roger Camp - April 19 at 03:26 PM

“

It’s been my privilege and pleasure to be Dicks nurse and caregiver for the last five
and a half years. He was a true gentleman and had a heart of gold, always ready
with his since of humor and was full of worldly knowledge. He never ceased to
amaze me on a daily basis. I miss you Mr. C, but you’ve left my heart full of hope and
warmth. Thank you for the journey. My condolences to Ruthie, Kent, Mark and
Stacey and his grandchildren. He thought the world of you all.

Debbie - April 19 at 12:14 AM

“

We were so blessed to have Dick and Mary Ann as dear friends. All of Jefferson City
will miss them and be grateful for all the good deeds they did for our city. We will
always remember their kindness to us. Bob and Bobbie Herman

Roberta Herman - April 18 at 10:02 PM

“

I worked in Caplinger's store through high school and college...I followed Dick's lead
to be the a member of Christ the King church....I learned from him about the values
of hard work and fair dealing...babysat for Mark and Ruth ...a solid citizen and fine
man...grateful to be able to voice my admiration...and so glad that I did once return to
Jeff City and attempt to relay that gratitude and admiration to him....

JANE DAVIS - April 18 at 09:11 PM

“

“

my maiden name was Jane Noren
JANE DAVIS - April 18 at 09:12 PM

Mark and Ruthie your Dad was such a wonderful man. My parents so enjoyed their
ski trips with yours. He was a true gentleman. Prayers for the Caplinger family

Donna Walz Ward - April 17 at 11:05 PM

“

Ruthie,
My sincere condolences on the loss of your father.
Nancy Thompson

Nancy S Thompson - April 17 at 07:45 PM

“

To the entire Caplinger family: Please accept our deepest heartfelt sympathy for
Dick's passing. May he rest in God's loving arms forever. He & MaryAnn will be long
remembered as an important part of Jefferson City's downtown growth. America
thanks him for his brave service while he was with the U.S. Marine Corps. Marine
Caplinger now guards the very gates of Heaven. Richard Caplinger was one of the
'Good Guys". Semper Fidelis.

Joe & Aileen Bryan - April 17 at 07:09 PM

“

My Mom bought many suits from this man for my Dad back in the 1970's. He was a
very nice gentleman and was always so nice in helping her. So sorry for your loss.
Germaine (Lock) Haymart.

GERMAINE HAYMART - April 17 at 04:30 PM

“

I will miss this man very much. I was fortunate enough to be Mr Caplingers barber for
a while . It was always a pleasure to be able to come to his home and cut his hair.
We shared many stories, laughs and glasses of scotch. Rest in peace my friend

Mike Tanner - April 17 at 04:05 PM

