Richard "Rick" Fechtel
June 14, 1945 - August 6, 2019

Richard “Rick” Anthony Fechtel, 74, of Jefferson City, passed away on Tuesday, August 6,
2019, at University of Missouri Hospital, surrounded by his loving family. He was born on
June 14, 1945, in Jefferson City, the son of the late Anthony and Catherine (Rudroff)
Fechtel. Rick was united in marriage on February 6, 1965, to Judy Rice, at Camp
Pendleton, California.
Rick was a 1963 graduate of Helias High School. He served his country in the United
States Marine Corps from 1965 thru 1968 during the Vietnam War. Rick was awarded
three Purple Hearts and the Bronze Star for his heroic efforts. He also received a
resolution for his outstanding service from the State of Missouri House of Representatives
and Senate.
Rick was a member of the Samuel F. Gearhart Detachment 656 Marine Corps League,
VFW Post 1003 and the National Rifle Association. He was a longtime member of the
Cathedral of St. Joseph Catholic Church. Rick enjoyed recreational sports, float trips, time
at the farm and especially the Saturday Marine Corps League barbecues. Most of all, he
cherished spending time with the family.
Rick is survived by his wife of 54 years, Judy; daughters: Lisa Raunig (Mike) of Olathe,
Kansas, Kim Brester (Bill) of Jefferson City and Jenny Young (Brian) of Lee’s Summit;
sisters: Gloria Brunnert (Don) of Vienna, Jeanne Redel (Jim) of Vienna, Carole Cavender
(Alkie) of Linn, Marilyn Wilde (Maurice) of Westphalia and Judy Vanderfeltz (David) of
Westphalia; grandchildren: Kyle, Emily and Carly Raunig, Jared, Kelsey and Stacie
Brester, and Connor and Carter Young; and many other family and friends.
Friends will be received from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 11, 2019 at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph with a Prayer Service at 3:30 p.m. Inurnment will be private for the
family.
Expressions of sympathy can be made to United States Marine Corps League or

Cathedral of St. Joseph.
Arrangements are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left online for the family at www.millardfamilychapels.com.

Cemetery

Events

Riverview Cemetery

AUG

2600 West Main Street

11

Jefferson City, MO, 65109

Visitation

01:00PM - 03:30PM

Cathedral of St. Joseph
2305 West Main Street, Jefferson City, MO, US, 65109

AUG
11

Prayer Service

03:30PM

Cathedral of St. Joseph
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Comments

“

We were so sorry to hear about Rick. He is now in heaven with Jim and Ronnie so
the Lord has his hands full. At least we know they are at peace now! It will be hard to
learn to live without him but you will always miss. Let me know if You need anything.
With deepest sympathy
The McIlwains, Debbie, Carrie and Katie

Debbie McIlwain - August 11 at 02:13 PM

“

I have known the entire Fechtel family most of my life and they have always been so
nice and giving. They kept an eye on my momma after daddy died as she lived
across the street. Judy and girls, my heart goes out to you and I am so grateful to
have known Rick. All my prayers....

Danita Hall - August 11 at 02:09 PM

“

Our sincerest thoughts and prayers to the entire family for the loss of Rick. R.I.P.,
brother.
You are dearly missed.
Rik, Jill & Ilse Lind Combs
Cole County, Missouri

Rik Combs - August 11 at 01:16 PM

“

To the entire Fechtel family: Please accept our deepest heartfelt sympathy for Rick's
passing. America thanks him for his brave service in Vietnam while serving in the
United States Marine Corps. Sergeant Fechtel now guards the very gates of Heaven.
Semper Fidelis.

Joe and Aileen Bryan - August 10 at 07:30 PM

“

Delightful Dieffenbachia was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 10 at 12:26 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 10 at 11:15 AM

“

The community has lost a great man. Rick was a dedicated family man, a decorated
Marine and a great friend to a very large group of people. You couldn't help but smile
and laugh when you were with him. He was like a magnet because people were
drawn to him. I have a lot of great memories from shared adventures. I've always felt
honored to know Rick and be his friend. Nobody will miss Rick more than Judy and
the girls. Know that he will be greatly missed by many.
Larry and Liz Pope

Larry and Liz Pope - August 10 at 12:43 AM

“

Our sympathies to the family and the family at the Marine Corps League. He was a
hero and will be missed. Skip and Eva Rich

William Rich - August 09 at 11:00 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 09 at 10:04 AM

“

Kim,
So sorry for the loss of your father. We'll have you all in our prayers.
Dick Schurman

Dick Schurman - August 09 at 09:55 AM

“

Kim and Bill- we are so sorry to hear that you Dad passed away! He was such a great guy!
We will be praying for you and your family!! Rest his soul!!
David and Laura Kliethermes
Laura Kliethermes - August 09 at 09:46 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 09 at 04:03 AM

“

I won the lottery by God placing me in this family. Having two awesome parents and
two sisters who I admire more than they know leaves me a very blessed person.
Dad, you were always the rock of our family. You demonstrated how to treat people
which led to all 3 of your daughters marrying strong, supportive men. You left a
powerful and positive mark in this world and you won’t be forgotten. You know how
much you were loved by your 4 girls in the house. I look forward to you greeting me
on the other side with open arms and a loud “BIG GIRL!” I know you will always be
with us but we feel a very big void without you here. I love you and thank you for
setting the bar high. — Big Girl (Jenny)

jenny - August 08 at 11:15 PM

“
“

“

Sweet words from a sweet daughter.
Aunt Marilyn - August 09 at 07:44 AM

Well said sister :)
Lisa Raunig - August 09 at 09:44 PM

I remember when we were at Helias one time Rick walked in and he was larger than
life. I always had so much respect for him. He was a great man and a great role
model. He will be missed by many. What he went through for our country should
never be forgotten. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Jeff Dampf - August 08 at 10:02 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick"
Fechtel.

August 08 at 09:57 PM

“

Tom & Connie Putthoff purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

Tom & Connie Putthoff - August 08 at 09:46 PM

“

Rick it was an honor to have spent time with you at the MCL get togethers. Salute
topliv

Frank livingston - August 08 at 08:38 PM

“

Rick, you were one of the greatest people I've ever met. My son and I both have fond
memories of you, hanging out down at the Shanty, shooting pool. Your service to our
country is greatly appreciated and will not be forgotten. Semper Fidelis, my friend.
Frank and Pat Reichart
1SG Jason Reichart
Westphalia

Frank Reichart - August 08 at 08:12 PM

“

So sorry to Judy and the family. Rick was such a great guy and will be missed by all
that meet him. Miss our days sitting in their back deck having a good cold drink. Love
and Prayers!!!!!
Matt and Cindy McGrail

Matthew McGrail - August 08 at 06:52 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 08 at 05:53 PM

“

I was both shocked and saddened to hear about Rick's passing. I've known him all
my life and always admired his courageous service in Viet Nam. His sense of humor
was not easily matched. I'm lucky to have known him and even more lucky to call
him my friend. Too soon gone but will not be forgotten.

Bill Feltrop - August 08 at 05:10 PM

“

Kim, I am saddened to hear of the loss of your your father. He gave outstanding
service to his country, you must be so proud of him. Tom and I send our deepest
sympathy to you and your family. Praying for you all.
Dolores Lauf

Dolores Lauf - August 08 at 03:48 PM

“

Circa 1957:Rick and I were to serve an evening service at St. Joseph’s, Westphalia
which was scheduled for 7 P.M., but the priest didn’t showed up. Rick said to me I’ll
light the candles and you press the switch for the church bells. I said NO, the priest
isn’t here and there may not be a mass. Rick said ring the bells, so I did. A few
minutes later Father Knecht came rushing in and hugged me and I got all the credit
for the service to begin. Father had forgotten he scheduled the service. Praying that
St. Joseph (patron Saint of a happy death) has delivered Rick to Jesus and Fr.
Knecht was there to greet him into heaven. Your old friend, Bob Dill

Robert Dill - August 08 at 03:26 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 08 at 01:14 PM

“

Hey buddy boy, gonna miss you at Monday poker games, and Tuesday through
Sunday. The world we be a much better place if we could all act a little like Rick. We
are less with out him. Semper Fidelis

Steven Brown - August 08 at 12:51 PM

“

Most of us who worked with Rick are obviously defistated by his passing. We got to
know him for his character, his strenghth and courage as a Marine, his love of family,
but most of all his wonderful humor that kept the night shift in a good mood. He was
always friendly, always had a good word for you, and always looked like he didn't
have a care in the world. But he was like that "gentle giant" that could rock you in the
head if you got out of line. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family in their hour
of sorrow. We'll miss you Ricky at the Postal reunions. Our hearts will think of you
from time to time and a smile will brighten our day. See ya on the flip side Jarhead.
Joe Lecco

Joe Lecco - August 08 at 12:49 PM

“

RIP Rick! It was an honor to know you and work with you! In almost 12 yrs. You always
made work enjoyable with your kindness and humor. Never had a bad word towards
anyone. My thought's and prayer's to the Family at this time. HooRah! Marine! You will be
missed by all whose lives you touched! Brad Dametz
Brad Dametz - August 08 at 03:39 PM

“

We always had so much fun with Rick and Judy, the girls and all of our friends. We have a
lot of memories. It was fun to just get out and let loose. The news of his passing came as a
shock. Prayers to Judy, Lisa, Kim, Jenny and the rest of the family.
Karen Tuggle - August 08 at 05:22 PM

“

The only words that come to mind to describe Rick is "Larger than life, a good soul and a
character". Prayers to his family that he loved and will always carry him in their hearts.
Rose Carender - August 08 at 08:27 PM

“

So sorry to hear about your dad, Lisa and family. Please know you're in my thoughts and
prayers.
Sue (Schnieders) Ellison
Sue Ellison - August 08 at 09:50 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Richard "Rick" Fechtel.

August 08 at 08:23 AM

“

I am so saddened to hear this! I've known Rick forever and he was always such a
bright spot in the lives of all of us who knew him. I will miss that smiling face at the
Towne Club on Thursdays. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.

Anne Steele - August 08 at 08:15 AM

“

Judy I am sending you my thoughts and prayers to you and your family.

Sandy Bexten - August 08 at 07:26 AM

“

"What happens in deer camp stays in deer camp." I laugh at that story every time my
Dad talks about it.
Very sorry to the family and close friends for the loss of Rick. He was a great friend to
many and no doubt a great father and grandfather to his family. My Dad and Rick
were good friends and I had the honor of getting to know him a little. I believe at this
moment he is catching up to some Marine buddies and family members that he
hasn't seen in many years. Enjoy that visit Rick, we will all meet again some day.
Semper Fi.

Doug Schulte - August 07 at 11:11 PM

“

I only knew him as “The Terminator” or Robert Redford. I always enjoyed hearing
“Big Girl” Jenny talk about his humor, his relationships with her boys, all the
nicknames for his grandkids and his hand written letters to them. What a gift he gave
them to remember him by!!! He will be missed.

Lynn Urzendowski - August 07 at 10:57 PM

“

Amazing man. We will miss you so much Rick! Love and prayers to all family.
The Wulff Family

Cara Wulff - August 07 at 03:21 PM

“

I just heard and I'm heart broken. Rick was a great man and a great friend. We had a lot of
fun and great float trips. Loved going to the farm and having a good time with all the family.
I'm going to get off here for now. Saying prayers for all the family. Will see you all on
Sunday.
Joe tuggle - August 07 at 10:07 PM

“

The entire family will miss you Rick. You left a lasting memory on each and every
one of us. Thankful to be a part of your family and witness how fully you lived life.
See you on the other side one day.
Mike (Barney)

Mike Raunig - August 07 at 03:05 PM

“

Great Man, Great Father-in-Law that will be Cherished by me Forever!
Love, Bill

BILL BRESTER - August 07 at 02:57 PM

“

Rick was a mentor to many. A true man amongst men. I admired the life he lead and hope I
can be half the man he was.
Dan Schmitz - August 07 at 07:10 PM

“

Judy you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. You have my deepest sympathy.
Debbie Berendzen - August 08 at 02:10 PM

