Roberta Wike Jones
January 19, 1924 - May 16, 2020

Roberta Wike Jones, 96, of Columbia died peacefully on Saturday, May 16. She was born
on January 19, 1924 in Coal County, Oklahoma, the fourth daughter of Jacob Lester and
Luella Channell Wike. Roberta grew-up in the homestead of Allen Wright, the Chief of the
Choctaw Tribe in Indian Territory who named the State of Oklahoma, and she went on to
love and teach Oklahoma history. After graduating from Wapanucka HS in 1941 she
entered college, but interrupted her education and moved to Long Beach, CA with her
sister to weld US naval ships in WWII as Rosie the Riveters, though she always
emphasized that her sister Priscilla proved to be the better welder.
After the war experience, she completed her college degree at Southeastern OK State
College, married her childhood sweetheart Lee Don Jones, and embarked on a public
education career. She taught in the public classrooms in North Enid and Wapanucka, OK
and Gallup, NM before she and Lee Don threw caution to the wind, sold all their worldly
possessions, loaded a couple of children into a 1958 Rambler station wagon and drove
the gravel Alaskan Highway 1390 miles to Anchorage. There they sold the car and
boarded a pontoon bush plane to the isolated village of Ekwak, where they spent a
memorable year researching, teaching K-8 and learning village culture from the Alaskan
natives.
After returning to Oklahoma, Roberta taught in the Mustang and Arapaho public schools,
earned a master’s degree in education from the University of Oklahoma, obtained a
private pilot’s license, and accepted a position as Principal at Arapaho HS in the mid1970’s, a position rarely offered to women at the time. She served a long and fulfilling
tenure before retiring to build a home on the Atoka County ranch that she and Lee Don
had pursued as a weekend and summer hobby for many years. She drove the farm truck
to feed cattle and haul the grandkids to the swimming hole, watched birds, taught Sunday
School, quilted, made delicious pies, organized a women’s luncheon group, and fended off
armadillos from her flower beds.
In 1997 Roberta and Lee Don moved to Columbia to be near family. Before long she was

organizing the kitchen at the Unitarian Universalist Church, starting the women’s
“Conversations” group, serving as an election judge at the polls, growing beautiful
hydrangeas, and playing an active role in the lives of her Columbia grandchildren. She will
be remembered for her wit, wisdom, industry, and keen observations of human nature.
Her beloved Lee Don died in 2009. She is survived by son Lee Jonathan Jones of
Ardmore, OK; daughter Jan (Charles) Swaney of Columbia; grandchildren Leah (James)
Sanchez of Portland, OR; Jacob (Ashley) Jones of Reno, NV; Donavan (Kaitlin Worley)
Jones of Ft. Worth, TX; Aaron (Julia Baller) Swaney of Washington, DC; and Micah
(Ashley) Jones of Tulsa, OK; great-grandchildren Anna Jones, Caroline and Robert
Sanchez, and Holly Jones; daughter-in-law Vicki Jones of Tulsa, OK; sister-in-law Betty
Sullivan of Atoka, OK; and numerous nieces and nephews.
Due to the pandemic, a small graveside service will be held at the Rose Hill Cemetery in
Wapanucka, OK at a later time. Memorials are suggested to: Unitarian Universalist Church
of Columbia, 2615 Shepard Blvd, Columbia, MO 65201; Johnston County Historical
Society, PO Box 804, Tishomingo, OK 73460; or a charity of one’s choice.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.ParkerMillard.com

Comments

“

I have such fond memories of Roberta and Don coming to Galveston to be with Vicki
and Jon and the boys. We lived close by so we saw them often. Roberta enjoyed
spending time with the kids even when there were 6 of them! She was always full of
entertaining stories for adults or kids. She and mama shared a love for homemade
food. I always enjoyed visiting with her about nutrition and what she had read about
lately. Roberta attended a lot of special Taylor family events and frankly seemed like
a part of our family as well. She will be missed by all who remembers her wit and
directness.
Judy and Phillip Lee, Christina, Elizabeth, and Andrew

Judy Lee - May 29 at 07:35 PM

“

I feel I have known Riberta my entire life. I grew up in the Wilson community where
she and Don lived for many years. Roberta was known throughout the community as
a great cook. My Mom always said" Now, Roberta is a good cook!" Of course, this
was only one of many accomplishments. A more recent memory is a visit at their
home in Columbia. I had an appointment with a specialist in the area and she and
Don graciously invited us to stay in their home. But it wasn't just me...there were 4 of
us who stayed with them. Roberta was so kind and made us feel so welcome.
Roberta had a terrific memory and remembered details to many past events.
My condolences to Jon and Jan and the entire Jones family. I know her passing
leaves a void and that she will be terribly missed.
Ginger Inman

Ginger Inman - May 27 at 12:02 AM

“

Hal and Mary Williamson send condolences. Roberta and Lee Don certainly raised a
wonderful daughter. What a great legacy!

Mary T. Williamson - May 24 at 04:56 PM

“

Roberta was a kind and steady hand in the UU kitchen. She helped orient me and I
always enjoyed talking with her. Little did I know her accomplishments being a
teacher and Rosie the Riveter. It has been an honor to have known Roberta. I
express my most sincere sympathy to Dr. Swaney and her family. - Liz Palazzolo

Liz Palazzolo - May 23 at 09:38 AM

“

Liz, you have captured her well. Strong and steady and always teaching and giving back.
Thank you for your remembrance. Take care.
Jan - May 25 at 10:15 AM

“

Dear Jan and Chuck,
I’m so sorry to hear that Roberta passed away. I have so many fond memories of her
from aerobics classes. She had her spot to my left when I taught and anyone who
mistakenly claimed her spot was quickly informed that there would be trouble if she
didn’t relocate. Roberta moved to her own beat, in class and in personality. She
always seemed so comfortable being herself and made others feel so welcome and
comfortable when with her. I always enjoyed the stories of her life and marveled at
her bravery, adventurousness and ambition. She was so kind, loving, friendly and
FUNNY! She made me laugh a lot. A lot! I loved your mom. I know there are so many
more who feel the same way.
Love, Gwen Langland

Gwen Langland - May 22 at 06:51 PM

“

Gwen, that's such a sweet recollection of Mom and speaks volumes about her personality.
Thank you so much for sharing. I hope all is well.
Jan - May 25 at 10:14 AM

“

Jan, and Charles...I was so very sorry to learn of the loss of your dear Mother,
Roberta. What a remarkable woman, what a significant and influential legacy she
leaves...Keeping you and your family in my thoughts and sending comfort Sally
Beattie, Columbia, MO.

Sallly Beattie - May 22 at 04:13 PM

“

Thank you, Sally. I appreciate your healing words and thoughts.
Jan - May 23 at 12:59 PM

“

Ahhh, Bert. I cherish the memories of living in the Wilson Community. Although I
never became the pie maker nor the gardener nor the table manors captain you
were, I remember our times sitting around your kitchen table and having delightful
discussions of those and other subjects. You were a remarkable source of the history
of the community for this Seattle girl when I moved here. And, I still remember when
we moved into your home after you moved to Missouri that you told me to be certain
to remember that the septic tank was exactly 18 ft from the faucet. That was a fact
that which became useful on many occasions. I was honored to share a birthday with
you. I just hope I can have half of the wisdom, strength, humor, and recall I knew you
to have. Sleep well, Aunt Bert. Love you.

Catherine Sullivan - May 21 at 12:32 PM

“

So very sorry to learn of the loss of Roberta. What fun memories of exercising/group fitness
classes, at The Health Connection -- and her years of kindness as I was trying to find my
way as a young supervisor. Keeping you and your family in my thoughts and sending much
comfort and love. Jenny Workman - Columbia, MO
Jenny Workman - May 22 at 05:20 PM

“

Jenny, she spoke of you often and just LOVED going to The Health Connection. I'm sure it
helped her stay active well into her later years. Thank you for your kind words.
Jan - May 23 at 12:56 PM

“

Lots of love, Cathy.
Jan - May 23 at 12:58 PM

