Thomas Eli Austin
December 24, 1933 - August 6, 2018

On Monday, August 6, 2018, Thomas Eli Austin entered into eternal life with the Lord. He
was at home, surrounded by loved ones.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Thursday evening, August 9 at the home of Tom and
Shirley. Friends and family are invited to stop by from 5:00-9:00 pm. Visitation will be from
1:00-2:30 at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church on Friday August 10, with Funeral
services at 2:30. Interment will be at Columbia Cemetery with military honors.
Tom was born to Eli Henry and Mildred Elizabeth Austin on December 24, 1933 in
Owatonna, Minnesota.
Upon graduation from Owatonna High School in 1951 he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. He
earned third-class rank and served the balance of his duty as storekeeper in Yokosuka,
Japan. He has very fond memories of his 3 years of service. He then became a member
of the American Legion.
Tom married the love of his life, Shirley Ruth Peterson at St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Owatonna on September 9, 1957. They were married for 55 years. She preceded him in
death on March 7, 2013.
He attended the University of Minnesota, obtaining a Bachelor of Business Administration
in 1958. Tom’s career was spent adjusting claims for Home Mutual Insurance Company,
which later became Secura Insurance Company. He retired after 35 years, then joined
Shirley full-time with Austin Coffee Service. Together they grew their home-based
business. Tom had a passion for golf, gardening, and following his favorite sports teams.
Tom was preceded in death by one sister, Jean Hagen and one brother, John Austin.
Tom was a member of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church. He served as hospitality
minister there.

Tom is survived by his four children: Edward (Kim) Austin, Karen (Brian) Douglas, Joel
(Sherry) Austin, and Sue (Brad) Cunningham; his nine grandchildren Austin and Andrew
Cunningham, Tara (Jeff) Staples, Ashley Austin, Matthew (Megan) Austin, Corinne Austin,
Scott, Kevin and Mary Douglas; and his two great-grandchildren William and Benjamin
Austin.
Memorial contributions in lieu of flowers may be made to Tolton Catholic High School in
Columbia, Missouri.
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.parkermillard.com
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Comments

“

Hello Austin Kids - decades ago when we were in high school it was not unusual for
some of us to end up at your house after school. I vividly remember your dad proudly
popping Orville Redenbacher (because "its the best!") popcorn on the stove top and
happily sharing it with us.
I'm sorry I didn't realize your mom was already gone. I remember her beautiful smile
and always cheery disposition.
The two of them were great parents and a fine tribute to what a long marriage should
look like and it was always a pleasure to see them and say hello at the 7:00 am Mass
(when I was in town).
Take care and God Bless!
Tonya (Swiney) DeLapp

Tonya DeLapp - August 27, 2018 at 12:09 PM

“

Thank you for sharing the great memory Tonya! Dad sure loved having guests and he
loved making popcorn!
sue cunningham - October 04, 2018 at 11:48 PM

“

Joe, We wanted to send our sympathy in the loss of your dad. He was a great man
and enjoyed by many of the neighborhood kids in Valley View. Always a man with
great words of wisdom. Hold on to special memories that you have for they will help
to heal your heart. The Dracy Watson family.

L Watson - August 10, 2018 at 11:36 PM

“

Dear Joel, Karen, Sue, Ed, and beloved Austin family,
My gosh, where do I begin...Your parents were so near and dear to me, especially
TEA, as I always called him, (and he did love his tea too!). I became the first full-time
employee (outside the family :-) for Fountain Beverages (later Austin Coffee)...I loved
working for T&S, and developed quite the ability to drink copious amounts of
screaming hot coffee in the process, which I still do to this day! TEA taught me the
ins and outs of the machines, how to repair them, and to read manuals (a good life
lesson!). If I wasn't out on the road making deliveries, then I was invited to share
lunch with them at the kitchen table (cuz Shirley always made TEA lunch!). In that
breaking of bread, great stories were shared and a tidbit of wisdom or two. Although
they were my bosses, they were my friends too. When T&S weren't golfing, they
loved a good game of tennis. I joined them on the court on several occasions and it
was quite the competition! Always there was fun and laughter! I watched them
interact with each of you and heard them tell many, many stories of each of your
escapades and accomplishments. They were always so proud of each of you and

their love for their kids was evident! I hold them both dearly in my heart and know
that TEA is happily back with his Shirley in the gardens of Heaven above! I was
blessed to have known them! With Great Fondness & Affection, Regina

R. Turner - August 09, 2018 at 06:47 PM

“

I will never forget you and your dedication to them. I have a funny memory of you returning
back to the office from a Hannibal route trip - which at that time the office was in our home.
You came in the door and fell down on your back with arms and legs sprawled out as if you
had worked yourself to exhaustion. Such a character and a joy to be around.
Karen (Austin) Douglas - August 13, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

Regina! So good to hear from you! Thank you for your kind words. I have many fond
memories of you working in the garage office!
Sue - August 20, 2018 at 10:26 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Thomas Eli Austin.

August 09, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

Rick and Pam Haskell purchased the Delightful Dieffenbachia for the family of
Thomas Eli Austin.

Rick and Pam Haskell - August 09, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

Sue and family, sorry for the loss of your father. You and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers.

Margy, Todd, Kent and Andrew Barnes - August 09, 2018 at 08:34 AM

“

“

Thank you Margy!
Sue - August 20, 2018 at 10:27 PM

Wonderful man and wonderful neighbor! We so enjoyed his humor and cheerfulness.
Many talks about hummingbirds and moles... and our lawns. Lots of banter about
who chased which mole to each other's lawns!
He loved keeping his yard looking neat and trimmed. Texts about the neighborhood
and weather and food. He played a mean game of Words With Friends.
While he had not been able to sit on his front porch much these last few months, we
will see him when we look over there, for sure. He will be missed, very much.
Stephen and Lisa Mattox

Lisa Mattox - August 08, 2018 at 06:02 PM

“
“

He said you killed his tree! Haha. You guys were the best to him!
Joel Austin - August 08, 2018 at 05:58 PM

He always admired and appreciated you both so much. You filled a lot of the gap of
loneliness he felt after Mom passed. He especially loved the wonderful countless meals
delivered hot and ready! Thank you for your close friendship with our dad.
Karen and Brian
Karen Douglas - August 09, 2018 at 10:26 AM

“

Such a sweet man! Loved Tom and Shirley. So sorry for you loss. He will be missed.
Charles and Helen Black.
Helen Black - August 09, 2018 at 01:47 PM

“

Lisa and Steve thanks for being such good friends to my dad and mom, especially through
the loneliness after we lost Mom. My dad loved and appreciated so many things you did for
him. And the amazing dinners you shared. All of us appreciate the friendship you all

shared.
Sue - August 20, 2018 at 10:31 PM

“

We are so sorry for the loss of your precious father, grandfather, father-in-law,
uncle...a man who meant so many things to so many people. May you find comfort in
your family and friends in the coming weeks and months knowing your wonderful
memories will always be with you. Sending our sympathies and prayers to you all.
Rodney and Janet Swope

Janet Swope - August 08, 2018 at 05:24 PM

“

“

Thank you Friend
Sue - August 20, 2018 at 10:32 PM

So many great memories growing up across the street from the Austin family. I
remember many evening sitting on Tom and Shirley’s back deck just visiting. I also
appreciate Mr. Austin’s guidance when Joel and I opened up our carpet cleaning
business, Tom being a great small business owner helped us get started. Thank you
for being an important part of a great childhood, Tom!

Mike Burwell - August 08, 2018 at 08:25 AM

“
“

“

Thanks Birdman.
Joel Austin - August 08, 2018 at 06:03 PM

Yes, so many great memories. Thanks Mike.
Sue - August 20, 2018 at 10:34 PM

Karen, You can tell from his smile that he was a good man. You are in our thoughts
and prayers.
Gary and Linda Sommers

Linda Sommers - August 07, 2018 at 08:23 PM

