Thomas Shannon Hurley
May 26, 1981 - June 30, 2019

Thomas Shannon Hurley (1981-2019)
Tom Hurley passed away unexpectedly, but peacefully, at his home on Sunday, June 30th.
Services will be held at Sacred Heart Church (105 Waugh St, Columbia, MO, 65201) on
Saturday, July 6th at 11am, followed by a procession to Columbia Cemetery. A celebration
of Tom’s life will be held Sunday, July 7th from 3pm to 5pm at the Barred Owl restaurant
(47 E. Broadway, Columbia, MO, 65203).
Tom was born May 26, 1981, to Thomas William Hurley and Margaret “Peg” Clossick
Hurley, who survive. One month after his birth in Durham, NC, he moved with his family to
Columbia, MO. He always considered himself a life-long resident of Columbia, graduating
from Hickman High School in 1999. He later graduated with an Associate’s Degree in Fire
Science from Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. He continued his
studies at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA, and graduated with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Public Administration. He served the public in a wide range of capacities: as a
park ranger at Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico, as a Boone County volunteer firefighter,
an emergency medical technician at the University Hospital in Columbia, and as
Emergency Management Coordinator in Eau Claire, WI. He joined the Office of
Emergency Management of Boone County as Deputy Director in 2016, and was promoted
to Director in 2019. Before beginning his career in public service, he worked for several
years at Lindsey Rentals in Columbia, where he as mentored by Sherman Brown who he
admired greatly.
Always a man of his word, Tom was loyal to friends, family, and colleagues alike. He had a
generous spirit and was good humored, always quick with a joke. He had an infectious
laugh and a smile that lit up the room.
Tom’s convictions and integrity were his compass in life. He would help anyone and in fact
dedicated his professional life to doing just that. Those who worked with him remember
him as a consummate public servant, dedicated to responding to people and his

community in their hour of greatest need – always without fail, and never with the
expectation of accolades or thanks. For Tom, being of service to others, especially those
in need, was simply the essence of his character.
Our lives will not be the same – but we are not diminished by his passing. We are better
for having known him and his spirit will live in on in all of those who loved him. His parents,
in particular, take solace in knowing that Tom knew how much they loved him, how proud
they were of him. And we know that Tom loved us, too. We will carry him in our hearts all
the rest of our days.
Pallbearers are treasured friends: Taylor Bacon, Caleb Cheavens, John Dixson, John
Gilbreth, Brook Harlan, Zach Ispa-Landa, Ryan Kanavich, Ben Parks, Abe Stebbing, Tim
Sullivan, Brandin Turner, and Mark Wax.
Tom is survived by his parents, his sister Alice Hurley of Kansas City, his brother Brian
Hurley of Syracuse, NY; many dear aunts, uncles, cousins, treasured friends, and his
beloved dog, The Governor.
Memorial contributions are suggested to The Innocence Project
(www.innocenceproject.org) or the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri
(www.sharefoodbringhope.org).
Arrangements are under the direction of Parker-Millard Funeral Service and Crematory;
12 East Ash Street, Columbia, Missouri, 65203; (573) 449-4153. Condolences may be left
online for the family at www.parkermillard.com
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Columbia, MO, 65203

Memorial Mass

11:00AM

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1115 Locust St., Columbia, MO, US, 65201

JUL
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Celebration of Life 03:00PM - 05:00PM
The Barred Owl Butcher and Table
47 E. Broadway, Columbia, MO, US, 65203

Comments

“

Tom became a great friend during his short time in Eau Claire, WI. We shared many
laughs as Tom told fantastic stories. I could not have asked for a more loyal and
supportive friend. We hated to see Tom leave Wisconsin but we were so excited for
him to have an opportunity to do the job he loved, in the city he loved, while being
close to the people he loved. I will often remember and miss Tom and his giant heart.

Casey Suszynski - July 09 at 08:35 AM

“

I knew Tom during his time in Eau Claire. Immediately upon meeting him, it was obvious
what a big heart he had. In fact, my 3 year old was terrified of storms and sirens, so Tom
would text us to give her fair warning when he had to test the sirens. Just a small example
of the many times he looked out for others.
Abbie Oleson - July 09 at 09:18 AM

“

I wanted to Express my condolences to Tom's family and friends. I enjoyed getting to
know Tom very much over these last 3 years while he was working for Boone County
OEM. Tom was a thoughtful and earnest guy and I was very happy to see him
promoted to be our Director of Emergency Management. He was well thought of and
I will miss him.

CJ Dykhouse - July 07 at 09:25 PM

“

My condolences to the family- Tom was such a great level headed, smart, funny guy.
He took pride in his public service and rightfully so, because he was excellent at it. I
will miss him as a great neighbor in Phoenix Park at the time, friend to trust when
talking politics and a watering hole campaign here in Eau Claire!

Jeff Walk - July 07 at 12:37 AM

“

My condolences to Tom's family. I had an opportunity to work with Tom while he was
the EM with Eau Claire County and I worked for Eau Claire Fire & Rescue. He
always wanted to make sure that the emergency response agencies were prepared
to respond to any type of emergency. He was very supportive of all of us and was a
fun person to be around. Every time I had an opportunity to interact with him I always
walked away with a smile. We had many conversations of his time working in New
Mexico. He will be missed and I am very sorry to hear about our loss.
Rick Merryfield

Rick Merryfield - July 06 at 08:21 PM

“

To the Hurley Family,
While feeling the sense of loss, I’m pleased that Tom and I got to know a little bit
about each other. Our paths initially crossed at the Mousetrap where he learned that
I served on the Eau Claire County Board and I learned he had just been hired as our
Emergency Management Coordinator. I recall jokingly saying, “since I’m not on your
oversight committee, what happens at the Trap, stays at the Trap.” From that point
on, we shared numerous laughs and conversations about family, sports (Brewers vs
Cardinals) politics, and general life experiences. I hated to see him leave Eau Claire
but knew that he really wanted to get back to his “roots”. On the professional level,
he helped take our County’s emergency management program up a notch or
two....on the personal level, he brightened and enlightened the many people who he
encountered here in Eau Claire. For that I am very thankful.
Sue Miller

Sue Miller - July 06 at 12:18 AM

“

Tom will be missed here in Eau Claire. Had many great conversation with Tom at The
Mousetrap. Sorry for your loss. Mark W. Anderson

Mark Anderson - July 05 at 10:37 PM

“

Please accept my deepest sympathies.

Kevin J. Menefee - July 05 at 10:06 AM

“

I got to know Tom during his stint in Eau Claire Wisconsin. He strolled the mousetrap
a small towny tavern downtown with a tight group of regulars. Tom’s genuine caring
soul and contagious chuckle immediately made him one of crew. He was a great
man always willing to give you an ear when you needed or quick to share a funny
story from his past life experiences. He was a great man and is greatly missed by the
people of Eau Claire

Jack Mickelson - July 05 at 09:20 AM

“

I managed the 911 center for the City and County of Eau Claire and had the
opportunity to work closely with Tom. He was a joy to work with a great guy. My heart
breaks for you. You have my deepest sympathies.

Pam McInnis - July 04 at 08:04 AM

“

Tom was such a great man. And so wise for his years! I got to know him when I
joined the Boone County CERT Team. His kind, generous spirit was always obvious.
I grew to really admire him because he always had a common-sense answer to
every problem that was raised during the CERT meetings. I knew he loved dogs, and
I often spoke with him after CERT meetings about various issues relating to caring
for animals after disasters. Even though it was often obvious that he was very busy,
he never failed to extend an invitation to meet up with him later to discuss an issue in
more depth when he had more time. I have an e-mail that Tom sent to me explaining
that he better understood my viewpoint about the importance of saving animals after
he gave it some additional thought while he was walking his dog - what a great
response! As I got to know Tom better, I felt like the citizens of Boone County were in
very good hands with him looking out for our safety. His dedication and knowledge of
emergency management were exemplary. I know we are all shocked and saddened
by his sudden departure from our lives, but God obviously needed his skills and
talents elsewhere, and he faithfully answered that call. So sorry for our loss. From
Cathy Vogelweid, DVM PhD, Professor, College of Veterinary Medicine

Cathy Vogelweid - July 03 at 04:46 PM

“

In deepest sympathy on the passing of Tom jr. We have some idea of what u r going
through! We know that the way of parents passing before their child is the way we would
prefer. Sometimes life doesn’t give us what we prefer! Sometimes life sucks! Tom u & I both
served in the Vietnam War which 4 me sucked. Our both making it back alive was good.
For me this proved that what was bad can b followed by something good. Now we have
both lost a son! Let’s hope something good can come after this 4 u & peg! Lots of good
things have come 4 Susan & I. Take it one day at a time & many good things will come 4 u
& peg 2! Hope springs eternal!
Susan & Paul - July 04 at 08:57 PM

“

Oh Dear Hurleys, I cannot find the words to express my feelings on such a tragedy. Just
know I am holding you all in my heart and praying for the strength for you to get through
this time. Thinking of you fondly and lovingly, Pam McGrath
pam mcgrath - July 05 at 12:10 AM

“

My deepest sympathy Tom and Peg on the loss of your beloved son. My heart goes out to
you and all the Hurley family.

Teresa McGrath Aldrich
Teresa Aldrich - July 05 at 11:40 AM

“

Our deepest condolences. Our hearts break for you. May God grant all of you the courage
to bear this pain. May his soul rest in peace.
Thinking of you, Peggy, Alice and the Hurley family!
Sunny Sharma and Raj
Sunny Sharma - July 05 at 09:25 PM

“

To the family and friends of Tom Hurley, I had the pleasure and distinct honor to work with
Tom as he stepped in to lead the CERT through the process of combining the CFD and
BCFPD teams. He was determined, creative and willing to plow ahead with us, with a great
sense of humor! He was also a student of my husband, Jim, who taught at Hickman, and of
course they clicked pretty quickly. I’ll miss Tom very much. He always started our CERT
emails with “Greetings, CERT!” He was a gentleman, always pleasant and polite. His
trainings were not only educational and helpful, bringing first hand experience to the
evenings, but he was just so entertaining, genuine and honest. I feel so honored to have
known him and worked with him. My heart goes out to you.
Beth Kyd
Beth Kyd - July 06 at 09:29 PM

