William Jerry West
July 6, 1942 - June 25, 2020

William Jerry West, of Jefferson City, MO, passed away at his home on June 25, 2020 at
the age of 77. He was born on July 6, 1942 in Lancaster, MO to Helen Marie (Current) and
William Timothy West. Jerry attended school in Lancaster, MO and graduated in 1960.
After graduation, he was sworn into the United States Army in September 1961. He met
Christa Egger while in the army and they married in May 1964. To this union they were
blessed with three beautiful children; Joanna, Tony and Jenise.
After his military service, Jerry made his home in Lancaster, MO. He dedicated 47 years to
the printing and the public relations field. He began his career with the Lancaster Excelsior
and retired from Modern Litho/Brown Printing, Jefferson City, MO. Jerry found enjoyment
after retirement working as a courtesy driver for Riley Chevrolet. He never met a stranger.
Jerry found friends everywhere he went.
In January 1981, Jerry married Elaine Besgrove. From that marriage, he gained four
additional children; Randy, Greg, Dana, & Mary. Jerry and Elaine moved to Jefferson City
in 1985.
Jerry loved dirt track racing; his passion and dedication to the sport was indescribable. He
first began writing for Capital Speedway in 1991. Jerry then went to Hawkeye Racing and
started writing his column, Trackside Comments. Until his death he wrote a weekly racing
report for Racinboys. Jerry was Master Mason of Glenwood Masonic Lodge #427 for 52
years and the Moila Shriner, Legion of Honor. He was a member of the Jefferson City First
Christian Church, Disciples of Christ.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his sons, Randy Besgrove and Tony West.
Surviving are his wife, Elaine, his brother, Ed & Pam West, Wayne and Carolyn Palmer,
brother and sister in-law and five children; Joanna & Patrick Tallman, Tracey & Ryan
White, Jenise & Rob Soyster, Mary Besgrove, Dana & George Wilkins, Greg Besgrove,
Mary & Rick Lewey. Grandchildren; Patricia & Chad Giannetti, Tristan & Micah Battin,
Shayna Tallman & Jake Groseclose, Makayla Tallman, Lindsay West, Taylor West,

Brenden Soyster, Hailey Soyster, Kyle & Laura Besgrove, Corey & Jenny Besgrove, Cody
& Maddie Besgrove, Joe Baker, Alyssa Besgrove, Krista Besgrove, Mackenzie & Tyler
Lewis, Madison Wilkins, Zeffery Lewey & Alex Amato, Rikayla & Steven Neale, eighteen
great grandchildren. Also, two nephews, Justin & Susan West and Jason West, John and
Lori Palmer, Jim and Susan Palmer, Joe Palmer.
A celebration of Jerry’s life with full military honors will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,
July 6, 2020 at Lake Ozark Speedway in Eldon, Missouri with Rev. Beau Underwood
officiating.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that expressions of sympathy be made to
Compassus Hospice and Palliative Care, https://www.compassus.com/ or First Christian
Church, Disciples of Christ in Jefferson City, https://www.firstchristianjcmo.org/
Arrangements are under the direction of HOUSER-MILLARD Funeral Directors, 2613
West Main Street, Jefferson City, Missouri 65109 (573) 636-3838. Condolences may be
left online for the family at www.millardfamilychapels.com.
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Comments

“

I met Jerry and Elaine a number of years ago when I moved to Jefferson City. Over
the years we shared many laughs and good times. I loved meeting them on a Friday
evening and sharing a few stories over a drink and dinner. Elaine and Jerry took me
in and made me a part of their big circle of friends and family. I watched them as a
couple share their passions and life and hoped I could achieve that some day too.
Jerry was a marvel at meeting and connecting with people from all places. Jerry
demonstrated a life well-lived and will be missed by so many. My thoughts and
prayers are with Elaine and that big beautiful family. What a legacy Jerry West
leaves!

Jeannie Chaffin - Yesterday at 03:35 PM

“

Our sympathy and condolences from the Fans at Lucas Oil Speedway

John Peck - Yesterday at 03:22 PM

“

My sympathies to the family and friends. I met Jerry at the race track in Eldon last
year. I'm an old racer and we talked for a time , We had been FB friends for a long
while. Thoughts and prayers with you..

walter kiesling - Yesterday at 11:13 AM

“

Our sympathies to Elaine and the whole family. As a best friend of Mary’s, I spent
quite a bit of time with Elaine and Jerry. Jerry was a strong adult influence as I grew
up. May the memories of him comfort you.
Jan Burkett

Jan Burkett - Yesterday at 08:32 AM

“

I can't begin to know where to start. I met Jerry years ago in Kirksville at the Golden
Spike and we became friends. I already knew Elaine from working with her at Head
Start. There wasn't a kinder man walking that Jerry West. I will always remember
how much fun he was and how much he loved Elaine. I learned a life-long lesson
from Jerry back in the early 80's. A mutual friend of ours had a son in the hospital
dealing with a very serious illness and while the son was in the hospital, she was at
the Spike dancing. I made a snide comment about her being there when I thought
she should have been with her child. Jerry let me know in no uncertain terms that I
shouldn't judge anyone on how they dealt with their grief and anxiety. Little did we
know at the time that our mutual friend would die suddenly a few months later. That
advice has stayed with me all this time and I would want Jerry to know that his
guidance changed the way I think about grief and how we all handle it differently.
Elaine, I love you and my heart is broken for you. You and Jerry are two of my very
favorite people and I will never forget either of you.
Kathy Young

Kathy Young - July 01 at 04:47 PM

“

Sending my best to Jerry West's family. My parents were close to Jerry (and Eddie's)
parents and they felt like family to us. I have fond memories of playing Jerry and
Eddie t when we were kids.
I hope the fond memories of so many people bring some comfort to you.
Carol Manning

Carol Manning - June 29 at 11:40 PM

“

Jerry was always so friendly and very dutiful to his role of an usher and congregant
at First Christian Church. My condolences go out especially to Elaine whom I know I
will get to eventually greet, but I sure miss the hugs we could give one another during
times like this, for I am a hugger by nature. Elaine, know that I ponder Jerry's
friendship and am hugging you in my heart and mind. Don't know if I'll appropriately
get the chance to meet and offer condolences to the entire family, but I have every
intent (Lord willing) to make my first visit to Lake Ozark Speedway next Monday night

for a celebration of Jerry's life. I know Jerry is now occupying "one of the many
rooms within" the Lord's house.
Peace be with the West family, Bill Marshall
William Marshall, MD - June 28 at 10:32 PM

“

William H Jackson lit a candle in memory of William Jerry West

William H Jackson - June 27 at 09:52 PM

“

We are so sad to hear of your loss. We had a lot of good times and laughs. Hoping
your memories comfort you.
LuAnn and Phil

LuAnn Madsen - June 27 at 06:55 PM

“

Martha Denmark Price lit a candle in memory of William Jerry West

Martha Denmark Price - June 27 at 05:13 PM

“

GOD certainly knew the kind, caring gentleman that he was calling to HIS Kingdom. RIP,
Jerry.
Martha - June 27 at 05:15 PM

“

My prayers are with you, Elaine & family. Jerry & I we’re friends many years before
being classmates. I often saw him & Eddie at my Uncle Floyd’s grocery store in
Lancaster. I am so proud to have know Jerry as a classmate & a friend.

Shirley Manning Price - June 27 at 12:28 PM

“

Please accept our condolences. Garzend, Ezzell, West, White families

Stacey Ezzell - June 27 at 11:33 AM

“

Barbara Williams lit a candle in memory of William Jerry West

Barbara Williams - June 26 at 09:41 PM

“

Please accept my sympathy, Elaine and family. I knew Jerry in high school and as a
business man and community leader in Lancaster. He always had a kind word for
everyone and worked harder than everyone around him. All of you will miss his
kindness and smile. I hope your many memories of wonderful times with Jerry will
comfort you as you adjust to his absence. May he rest in peace. He is with God.
Stephen Randall Roberts
Potomac MD

Stephen Roberts - June 26 at 09:41 PM

“

Our prayers are with you during this difficult time. I have fond memories of times
shared with both Jerry and Elaine in Kirksville, MO. I can still picture the two of them
dancing the western two step around the dance floor. What a kind, fun-loving couple.
Paul and Bev Ayres

Beverly Ayres - June 26 at 03:55 PM

“

Elaine and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Jerry was such a good man. You are in
my thoughts and prayers. Kathy Speidel

Kathryn Speidel - June 26 at 09:30 AM

